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The Epiphany of the Lord

Mass Intention & Time

What’s Coming Up at Church of the Nativity

Saturday January 7th
12:10PM
Carol Griffin by Mr. & Mrs. Griffin

www.nativitynj.org - office@nativitynj.org

Wine Tasting
February 11th
at 7:30pm

The Epiphany of the Lord
5:00PM

James Laughlin

Jim & Deirdre Gallenagh

Great Wines,

Sunday, January 8th
The Epiphany of the Lord
8:00 Mass

Great Friends

Neil Callaghan

Joseph and Dorothy Collins

Janice Fracassini
Phil & Karen Fracassini

10:15 Mass
Cuervo by Elssy Cuervo

Clara
Mary Jurkiewicz

Nativity Uncorked

Bring your own food
recommended
& encouraged

$35.00 a person

Siobhan Donaghy, Mary & Celestine
12:00 Mass

People of the Parish
The Baptism of the Lord
Monday, January 9th at 12:10PM
Mary Convery by Claire Laikowski
————————————————————————————————————-

7:30PM

People of the Parish
Mary

Tuesday, January 10th
12:10PM
Healy by Annie Campell & Family

Thomas Farley

George & Josephine Thompson
Wednesday January 11th
12:10PM

Ralph DeMarco

George & Josephine Thompson

Mary Lou Balog

Nativity Shepherds

Thursday January 12th
12:10PM

Holy Souls in Purgatory
Alyssia Kelly

Friday January 13th
12:10PM

Frank & Leslie Mason
Claire Laikowski

Saturday January 14th
12:10PM

Join Nativity Church on a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land - July 7-16, 2023

Estimated cost $3,970/person double occupancy
More information on our website
Staying at the Pilgerhaus in Tabgha and the Notre Dame in Jerusalem
Visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem,, Cana, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, Jericho, Emmaus, Masada and other sites

From the Rosary Society
The Community Thrift Store is open for business & acclothing
and
If youcepting
are not
ready
totheir
joinusual
us items.
Please aﬃx #18
to
any
dona
in person at on
Church yet?
Or want the convenience of online giving?
Their hours for drop offs:
You
mail
your check
Mondays only from
10can
AM to
12 Noon.
or please donate online.

Shopping is Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday 10 AM to 4 PM.

Edward Melish

Nativity Graduating Class of 1968
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:00PM

Jerry & Jane Van Brunt
Claire Laikowski

Philip Veli by Nativity Church
Sunday, January 15th
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 Mass

Herbert Swerkart

Joseph and Dorothy Collins
10:15 Mass

“Betty” Sullivan

John & Anne Krautheim
12:00 Mass
Greg & Jeanne Gastman

Mary Healy

Sing with the Choir
WE ARE LOOKING FOR
NEW CHOIR MEMBERS
No formal training required…
just love to sing and
enjoy being with people

Choir Practice is each
Wednesday at 7:00pm

The Epiphany of the Lord
A Word

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6: Jerusalem shall be a light to all nations.
from the
Pastor
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13
Every nation on earth shall worship the Lord.
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6: Gentiles are coheirs in the promise
of Christ.
Gospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12: The Magi seek out Jesus and do him homage.
Background on the Gospel Reading
The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. Matthew’s
Gospel tells a version of Jesus’ birth that is different than the one in Luke. Of the actual birth of Jesus,
Matthew tells us little more than, “When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod . . . ” The story of the census is found only in Luke’s Gospel, but we hear about the visit of the Magi
only in Matthew’s Gospel.
We know little about the Magi. They come from the East and journey to Bethlehem, following an astrological sign, so we believe them to be astrologers. We assume that there were three Magi based upon the
naming of their three gifts. The Gospel does not say how many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s
Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search for a savior. Because the Magi represent the entire world,
they also represent our search for Jesus.
We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation. We believe
the meaning of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as representative of Jesus’ kingship.
Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity because priests burned the substance in the Temple. Myrrh,
which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered in anticipation of Jesus’ death.
The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.” Historically several moments in Christ’s
early life and ministry have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Bethlehem, the visit of
the Magi, his baptism by John, and his first miracle at Cana.
Loyolapress.com
The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

The Feast of the Epiphany has traditionally been considered more theologically important than almost any other
Feast Day, including Christmas. The early Christians had only Scripture, not the wealth of tradition we have today, to guide them in marking the great events of the life of Christ. So Holy Week and Easter, the Baptism of the
Lord, Pentecost, and Epiphany jumped off the pages of Scripture as great events which merited celebration.
These few dates became fixed points on the calendar and were later surrounded over the centuries with numerous other feasts and saints’ days.
Two lessons from the visit of the Magi are worth considering. The first is that the wise mens’ gifts were given after Christmas. Many Catholic cultures preserve the ancient tradition of giving gifts on the Epiphany, not on
Christmas itself. This tradition separates the birth of Christ from gift giving. When these two things—the birth of
Christ and the giving of gifts—are collapsed into the same day, it causes some confusion of priorities, and the
birth of Christ never wins. Waiting to exchange gifts until January sixth lets the Child God have the stage to Himself for a day. It makes people, especially children, wait, a modern day rarity in the Western world. Gift giving
postponed until January sixth makes for a long, leisurely Christmas season and has the benefit of tradition and
good theology as well.
Another great lesson from the Magi is more theological—that a true religion must be true for everyone, not just
for some people. Truth is not geographical or confined to borders. Truth by its nature conquers untruth. The Magi are the first non Jews, or Gentiles, to worship Christ. They tell us that the mission field of Christ is the whole
world, not just the Holy Land. The Church is forever bound, then, to teach, preach, and sanctify the world over.
The Magi crack everything open. The true God and His Church must light a fire in Chinese souls, Arab souls, African souls, and South American souls. This may take until the end of time, but Christianity has time on its side.
The Magi give personal testimony to the universality of the Church, one of its
four marks. The Epiphany is the start of the multi-cultural, multi-lingual, multiethnic, and faith-united society the Catholic Church envisions as the only source
of true human unity. Catholicism started multiculturalism and diversity without
sacrificing unity and truth.
Balthasar, Caspar, and Melchior, your minds were prepared to receive a greater truth. Let us see in you an example of holy curiosity, of pilgrimage by light to
light. When you discovered your treasure, you laid your gifts in homage. May
our search also find. May our pilgrimage also end in truth followed by love.

January 8, 2023

Page 4-689

CHILDREN’S
CATECHETICAL MINISTRY
January 8, 2023
THIS SEMESTER & ARCHDIOCESAN REQUIRMENTS

The Epiphany of the Lord

Week of January 9, 2022
The Sanctuary Light in the Church
is burning in memory of

Our Deceased Parishioners
By: The Nativity Family

Wishing you a blessed Christmas!
Religious Educa on Grs. 1-6
Sessions have resumed as scheduled
FIRST RECONCILIATION PROGRAM
Our Second gathering for First Penance took place on
Saturday January 7th, at 11:00 am in the Church. If you
missed it, please let us know. We ask the prayers of the
parish community for these children and their families.
On Saturday January 21st at 11:00 AM in church, the children, their parents, and other family members have
been invited to a celebra on in which the children have
an opportunity to go to confession for the first me.
Families have been no fied. Please pray that the children’s first experience of Sacramental Reconcilia on will
be one that leads them to seek God’s healing love in the
Sacrament throughout their lives. In case of inclement
weather, you will receive an email from the Religious
Educa on Oﬃce.
CONFIRMATION JOURNEY 2023
Enrollment Forms for the 2022 Confirma on Program
were mailed and need to be returned to the Religious
Educa on Oﬃce on or before January 15, 2023. We ask
that you give your a en on to the return of the informa on.
Looking ahead … On Sunday, January 15th, at our 10:15
AM Liturgy, our parish will welcome 35 teenagers into
the Confirma on Program. They will take part in a
“Welcoming Mass” as a sign of their being accepted by
the community to receive the sacrament. As candidates
they will enter a period of final prepara on, which includes comple on of service projects, par cipa ng in
learning lessons and a ending a day of Retreat. We ask
your prayerful support for these young people of our
parish community as they seek to deepen their rela onship with the Lord at this most meaningful me in their
lives.

The Sanctuary Light in the Chapel
is burning in memory of

Stan Laikowski
By: Claire Laikowski

Please remember the sick
who have asked for our prayers
Sr. Martine, Doug Maso, Terry DeSimone,
Tracey B., Meagan Cermack,
▪▪▪▪▪
Please remember in your prayers
the recently deceased

Pui Ng, Mirella Mollica, Mary Lou Balog,
Diane Reynolds, Mary Malz, Mary Ann Raimo,
C. A. Rosary, Christine Kay,

ATTENTION ALL MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS AGED 18 AND
OVER
The Church of the Na vity must ensure that children
and youth who worship, study, or par cipate in ac vies sponsored by our parish can do so in the safest and
most secure se ng possible. As you are probably
aware, the Archdiocese of Newark is requiring that all
volunteers who par cipate with minors or can potenally be in contact with minors must undergo training
related to preven on, iden fica on, response and repor ng sexual abuse.
All NEW parish volunteers – in any capacity – must
a end this training “Protec ng God’s Children” workshop and have a criminal background check done.
Workshops are being oﬀered at Na vity and neighboring parishes throughout Bergen County. Please register
online only visi ng www.virtusonline.org. NO walk-ins
(please!)
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Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord commemorates the visit of the
magi to worship the baby Jesus as told in the Gospel of Matthew:
“Behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is the
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to
do him homage.’”
The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek epiphainen, which means "to
manifest," “appear,” or “make known.” Through the birth of Jesus, God is
manifested in the flesh. The Feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus, the Son of God, to the world.
“The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of
God and Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the
adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East, together with
his baptism in the Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. In the
magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel sees
the first-fruits of the nations, who welcome the good news of salvation
through the Incarnation.” CCC 528
“Jesus is the Savior of the world. He comes not just for one group of
people but for all. The magi, or kings, or astrologers, or seekers from the
East, stand in for all the peoples of the earth," says Bishop Robert Deeley. "They represent all the people, including ourselves, who have found
their way to Christ, who have found in him the meaning of their lives, and
the light which guides them. They also represent the inner hope of the
human spirit showing that it strives for the meaning that Jesus brings to
life."
Origins of the Church's Celebration
The celebration of the Epiphany dates back to the early centuries of the
Church. Originally, it included the celebration of Christ’s birth. It wasn’t
until 336, under the reign of Emperor Constantine, that the Church began
celebrating Christmas separately, on December 25, creating the 12 Days
of Christmas which continued through the Feast of the Epiphany. While
the actual date of the Feast of the Epiphany is January 6, in the United
States, the celebration of the feast is transferred to the weekend closest
to that date, this year on January 2, 2023

M

The Gifts of the Magi
In many European cultures, the Feast of the Epiphany is celebrated as
richly as Christmas, with gifts exchanged, since it is the day when the
magi presented their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus.
“These gifts can be seen as representing this threefold mission of Christ
and the Christian,” explains Father Mark Nolette in his blog, The Anchorite.
Frankincense
"Frankincense was often used in divine worship. It becomes, then, an apt
symbol of Christ as priest. It is also a symbol of Christ’s divinity. Note that
the magi prostrate themselves before the child Jesus and do him homage. In Matthew’s Gospel, such words are only used for God or Jesus. No
one else. This is divine worship.
Myrrh
“Myrrh was often used in burials, especially of prominent people who
could afford it. Because of this, Christians
often interpreted this gift as referring to the
coming suffering, death, and resurrection of
Jesus. In this sense, myrrh can be seen as
representing Christ as prophet. We think of
the Suffering Servant prophecies of Isaiah
that pointed to this. We also recall the words

There is still time to
donate to the

Week of January 9, 2023
The Bread and Wine
in the Church are offered
in memory of

Edward J. Mellish
Friends and Family of Ed
Requiesce in pace

of Simeon to Mary at the circumcision of Jesus in the Temple.
Gold
“Gold has long been seen, in many cultures, as a gift for kings, or denoting kingship. It is easy to see how this gift points to the kingship of
Christ. In many places in Scripture, from Old Testament references like
Psalm 72 to descriptions of the New Jerusalem in the Book of Revelation, we see references to gold and other precious materials being offered to God or to the Messiah. It’s interesting to see how Psalm 72
connects the offering of gold to the king’s mission to bring about justice
for his people. The gift of mercy and justice is inseparable from Christ’s
role as king and from our role as kings in service to the kingship of
Christ.”
A fourth gift?
Father Nolette says the Magi actually give us a fourth gift as well, the
witness of their actions. He says they show us that we will often find
God in places and in people where we are not expecting him, that we
must have a willingness to change and to open ourselves up to God,
and that faith requires a commitment and should be shaped by the
Scriptures as interpreted by the living tradition of our church.
“[The magi] expected the king to be born in Jerusalem, and so, they
headed in that direction. In Jerusalem, they showed themselves prepared not just to follow their own information but to seek help. The religious leaders of the city are consulted. They research the Scriptures
and send the journeying seekers to Bethlehem. The magi discover
God’s word. It is that word which guides them closer to their destination,” says Bishop Deeley. “The challenge of our lives is to see the ways
God shows himself to us.”
Although the magi have been given names,
Caspar, Balthazar and Melchior, the Gospel
doesn’t actually include their names or even
that they are kings. Other than the fact that
they are from the East, even their countries of
https://portlanddiocese.org
origin aren’t known.
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You can have a loved one fondly
remembered by sponsoring
the Bread and Wine at Mass
in the Church or the Chapel
in memory of them.
Please complete the form and
return it to the Church Office
with your donation of $10
for a Bread & Wine
offering for a week.

On-Line Giving Program

Online giving also saves the Parish processing costs. If you
are already on board, thanks! If not, getting
started is easy just visit our website

www.nativitynj.org
and click our Online Giving link.

(Please check one)

Church Bread & Wine
Chapel Bread & Wine
Church Sanctuary Light
Chapel Sanctuary Light

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Week starting, Monday_______________________

Your Name______________________________
Phone___________________________________
This offering is in memory / honor of:
(Please circle one)

________________________________________

Pro Life Corner
Unborn twin’s “distress signal” saves her sister’s life
Let me preface this by saying this is a beautiful story: “Twin sends
out ‘distress signal’ from mother’s womb to save her sister’s life.”
Here is Pheba M.’s lovely opening paragraph:
Twins always share a special bond. They start their lives together
from their mother’s womb and are known to be each others’ best
friends till death. One can’t bear to see the other in trouble and go to
great lengths to protect them. Maybe that’s why Poppy McBride sent
out distress signals from the womb upon seeing her sister struggle,
leading the doctors to deliver them early and save
her life.
Here’s the background.
Doctors had advised Leah McBride and her husband, Austin, to abort Poppy, the smaller of the
twins. Why? Because they had discovered at a
scan taken at 21 weeks that “the girls had a twin-to
-twin transfusion, in which there is an imbalance of
blood flow. It makes one baby a donor and the
other the recipient of all the nutrients.”
Indeed, there was a 48% difference. By aborting

OR

https://giving.parishsoft.com
/App/Giving/PS-624
Poppy, the McBrides were told, their other daughter, Winnie, “would
have a better chance of survival as the doctors were worried that
Poppy would have a heart attack as she was passing all the nutrients to Winnie and they thought Winnie might have a stroke.”
What a horrible dilemma but Leah didn’t wish to choose Winnie over
Poppy and sought a second opinion, Pheba M. wrote. Doctors
at Memorial Hermann Hospital suggested surgery. Viola: they were
able to steady the blood imbalance!
But the babies were not out of the woods yet. Leah’s water broke at
27 weeks and the doctors tried steroids to hold off their twins’
birth. And then…
At 31 weeks, Poppy’s heart rate dipped and showed no signs of
improving, forcing the doctors to deliver both kids. They were born
on May 24, 2019. Doctors were surprised to find that Poppy, despite
being smaller than her twin at 1lb 11oz, was perfectly healthy. However, her sister Winnie—who weighed 3lb 8oz—was not. She was
born with underdeveloped lungs and had to be taken to the intensive
care unit.
Leah revealed that doctors told her Poppy saved her sister’s life and
that if they had waited longer to deliver the twins, Winnie would not
have made it. Winnie had to go through brain surgery at 14 days old
to remove fluid build-up and she has recovered well after it.
Pheba M. concluded her beautiful story with an update:
McBride who is from Lake Jackson, Texas, said: “Our doctors told
us, ‘I think your tiny twin saved her sister’s life.’ Poppy’s heart rate
had been all over the place, so they had to deliver, but when she
was born, she was completely fine.” The doctors believe she sent
out the distress signals because she knew her sister wouldn’t survive unless she was delivered soon. Leah added, “Even now Poppy takes care of Winnie,
though she is still much smaller.” The doctors
called Poppy “feisty but she was smaller than
an elf on the shelf,” the proud mom shared.
Both girls are now doing great. Leah said that
they are “smart as they can be” and that Winnie
can “read books from memory at 3.”
They are also very close to each other. When
Leah tried to move their beds apart, “they weren’t having it,” she revealed.

By Dave Andrusco—NRL.org

232 Franklin Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ • 201-444-7650

www.feeneyfuneralhome.com

Email: wecare@feeneyfuneralhome.com
Michele Dischler DeBellis - Manager, NJ Lic. No. 5195

“Since 1921”

Third Generation Family Owned
Flooring Business!

Bancroft-DobrinOrthodontics
Invisalign & Braces for Children & Adults

Dr. James J. Bancroft • Dr. Ashley Bancroft-Dobrin
Dr. Keith Dobrin
201-447-1611 • www.bdorthodontics.com
Accepting New Patients
90 Franklin Turnpike, Waldwick

VILLAGE SQUARE
REALTY
(973) 427-7900 | Hawthorne.BuyAbbey.com
1030 Gofﬂe Rd | Hawthorne
Carpet | Hardwood | Tile/Stone | Laminate | Vinyl | Rugs
We Live Here. We Work Here.
We’re Here for You!
Debra Cirino - Realtor & Parishioner
Christine Odell - Realtor
Office: 201-445-4300
Mobile: 201-925-2033
www.TheOdellCirinoGroup.com

385 Clinton Ave., Wyckoff, NJ 07481

Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am - 5pm | Wed 9am - 7pm | Sat 10am-5pm

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send
your email address by text message:
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.
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S P O N S O R S
Sponsors can
offer promotions,
discounts and/or
up-to-date contact
information to the
ENTIRE community
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&

O U R

C O M M U N I T Y

ANYONE in the
community, not only
Parishioners, can access
realtime offers from their
favorite sponsors
to save, share & support

ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING AN ADVERTISEMENT IN
THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
Now is the perfect time to nd
WEEKLY BULLETIN?
out how your sponsorship can

689 Church of the Nativity, Midland Park, NJ (I)

n only suppo our parish
and community, but grow your
business at the same time!
Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on
this great opportunity!

John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

GOFFLE ROAD
POULTRY FARM

Quality Construction Services
Specializing in

ROOFING • SIDING • DECKS

(201) 575-8335

www.marroquinhomes.com
Vendor of Nativity Parish

BRUNCH
SUNDAY ROAST
11am-3pm

All Day

1200 Rt. 17 N. • Ramsey, NJ • P: 201.962.7602

ROOFING

Callahan Builders provide roofing, general
contracting and remodeling services to
Glen Rock, NJ and the surrounding area.
Life-time Glen Rock Resident
24 Hour Emergency Service

Callahan Builders
201-873-4158

www.callahanconstructionnj.com

Tel: (201) 652-5666

201-447-2530

www.HorizonPestControl.com

Established 1952
Sales & Appraisals

Jim Zumbano, Graduate Gemologist

(201) 444-8245
549
Goffle
Rd
P:
201.444.3238
www.plaza-jewelry.com
www.homehardwaresupply.com
Wyckoff, NJ gofflepoultry.com 10 E. Prospect St., Waldwick, NJ

We Fill Propane
Mon-Wed 7:30a-6p
Thurs-Fri 7:30a-8p
Sat 8a-5p,
Sun 9a-3p

27 Franklin Tpk Waldwick

Come Visit Us After Mass
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

201-447-1411
www.MatthewsDiner.com
4 Franklin Turnpike
Waldwick NJ

Design • Build
201.857-0600
www.pjsbuilds.com
Midland Park
NJ: HIC#13VH08031500

Gaugler Plumbing
& Heating LLC
(973) 600-7118
Free Estimates

RIDESHARE

Quick to Fix it Fast

A sk

First Class
Elegance at an
Affordable Price

M atch

Mill Gardens

Water Heater Specialists
Repairs • Boilers • Etc.
License #11074
Family Owned & Operated Since 1970
Let our family take care of your family

Chickens • Turkeys • Parts • Eggs

Plaza Jewelers

Serving The Church
of Nativity Community
for over 30 Years

ZONE
S top

I nform
#WHATSMYNAME
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36 Faner Road
Midland Park, NJ
201-493-7400

Bob’s Friendly
Auto Repair Inc

Complete Auto Service

Authoirzed NJ Inspection Station
Emission Repair Facility
Flowers for Every Occassion
201-670-6767
www.flowersbyjoan.net
22 W. Prospect St., Waldwick
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(201) 652-9637

312 Greenwood Ave.
Midland Park, NJ 07432

257 Godwin Avenue
Wyckoﬀ, NJ 07481

(201) 891-3400
www.vpfh.com

William Brock, Jr.
Funeral Director/Mgr.
NJ Lic #3287

John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

