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Rev. Jose Erlito Ebron, Pastor
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Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am*,
12:00pm, and 6:00pm  
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Pastoral Assistant/Secretary 
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John 3:21



TUESDAY, March 12
Tuesday of the Fourth Weekday of Lent 

Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16
8:00am Goyet Vasquez (Birthday Blessings), 

r/o Lagrimas Family
Gregg Luna†, r/o Norma Luna
12:00pm People of the Parish 

WEDNESDAY, March 13
Wednesday of the Fourth Weekday of Lent 

Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 
8:00am Marie Ortman† (16th Anniversary), 

r/o Kim Family
Rebecca, Goy, Joy & Cosme Amores†

12:00pm People of the Parish 
THURSDAY, March 14

Thursday of the Third Weekday of Lent
Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 

8:00am People of the Parish
12:00pm People of the Parish
7:30pm People of the Parish

FRIDAY, March 15
Friday of the Fourth Weekday of Lent
Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

8:00am People of the Parish 
12:00pm People of the Parish

SATURDAY, March 16
Saturday of the Third Weekday of Lent 

Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53
8:00am Josie Amores (Praise & Thanksgiving)

†Deceased

Please pray for peace.

SATURDAY, March 9, SUNDAY, March 10 
Fourth Sunday of Lent

2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21 
4:00pm Rose Valella†, 

r/o Margaret & Matthew Ladolcetta
Roz Brixie†, r/o Pat & Frank Fusaro

John & Genevieve Podbelski†, r/o Judy
Ronald Kasper†, r/o Ken Kasper 

Charlie Molinaro (Birthday Blessings)
Pantaleon Soriano, Jr.† (5th Anniversary),

r/o Patty and Tony Espiritu
Phyllis Mutone (95th Birthday Blessings), r/o St. Raphael Family

8:00am William & Josephine Flanagan†, 
r/o Denise Flanagan

10:00am Dani Devlin†, r/o Cabral Sisters
Iza Recko (Special Intentions), r/o Recko Family

Jeanne Tilley (Birthday Blessings), r/o Beth KarperPantaleon 
Soriano, Jr.† (5th Anniversary),

r/o Patty and Tony Espiritu
Phyllis Mutone (95th Birthday Blessings), r/o St. Raphael Family

12:00pm Jeanne Tilley (Birthday Blessings), r/o Beth Karper
Phyllis Mutone (95th Birthday Blessings), r/o St. Raphael Family

6:00pm People of the Parish
MONDAY, March 11

Monday of the Fourth Weekday of Lent 
Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 

8:00am People of the Parish
12:00pm People of the Parish

Offertory for
February 23-24: $7,620.00

Many thanks for your generosity 
and your continued support of the parish.

Please pray for those who are sick, especially:
Lirio “Didi” Acosta & Arthur Acosta, Robin Alampi, Arturo & Clarita 
Almeda, Ivan Ballon, Ralph Bonanno, Mary Grace Bonifacio, Connor 
Boyle, Robert Burkot, Kathleen McCormick Campi, Mike Capizzano, 
Paul Cetrulo, Eleanor Chiarella, Lilian Clemente, Richard Conforti, 
Mary DeLorenzo, Ines DeJesus, Anne Ebinum, Connie Elliot, Patty 
& Tony Espiritu, Ann Ferrari, Tom Fitzgerald, John & Ronnie Frucci, 
John Frucci III, Pat Fusaro, Erlinda Gatchalian, Manuel Gisbert, 
Peter Hardy, Valerie Haynes, Avelina Javier, Beth Karper, Barry Klein, 
Barbara Kohm, Sheila Kolosky, Joseph Kratzer III, Steven Laulette,
Lisa Lombardo, Addie & William Lopez, Neil Magsaysay, Adele 
Mangano, Karen Matthews, Mag McManus, Elvira Martin, Carol 
McInnis, Paul McInnis, Donna Mikolajewski, Agnes Miranda, 
Josephine Moltedo, Edward Neagle, Bobby Neal, Michael O’Connor, 
Gail Bennett Owens, Diana Quinn, Charles Quinn, Andrew Rainford, 
Dr. Mercy Rivera, Mary Joan Robertson, Jennifer Rullis, Josephine 
Sapia, Sue Schaper, Th omas Sharkey, Louisa St. Fort, Th eresa Mary 
Taylor, Alex Tiboni, Rodney Tilley, Peter Toriello, Lorna Troja, 
Carmen Vasquez, Irene Villanova, Alan Wallace, Ralph Wetzel, 
Karen Spinelli Zager. 
Remember our military and their families and our veterans. 
Protect our health care workers as they fi ght to save lives. Protect 
our law enforcement, fi re fi ghters, and all other essential workers.

Weekly Readings & Mass Intentions:  Week of March 10 through March 16, 2024

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
AND BENEDICTION

Every Thursday from 
6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

in the Church. 
Mass at 7:30 pm

At 6:00 pm, the Blessed 
Sacrament is exposed, 
followed by the Divine 

tion. Mass follows the reposition at 7:30 pm.



by Denise Flanagan

ing the beautiful Christmas decorations when, suddenly, I saw 
something that literally made me stop.  On one of the lawns 
were the words “John 3:16” lit up in soft blue lights.   The 
letters had to be at least 100 feet tall.  There were no other 

striking that I almost pulled over just to look at it.  I was so 
impressed.  I wonder how many people drove by and had the 
same reaction.

But it wasn’t the size of the letters or the soothing blue lights 

quoted passages in the Bible, yet every time I hear it or read it, 
it makes me stop in my tracks.  

John 3:16

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
son so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish 

but might have eternal life”.

siah was coming, and John the Baptist pointed directly to Him. 
It all came down to those words – God so loved the world.
It’s hard to fathom how much love God the Father has for us.  
How much love does it take to give up one’s only son in order 
to redeem a world that had caved into sin. Anyone who is a 
parent knows only too well the pain and anguish that comes 
with watching a child suffer, let alone losing them.  Could that 
be why God sent us His son?  If He could do that for us, how 
could anyone question His love? 

The precious gift of His son is a reminder that we have a God 
that pulls out all the stops in order to show us the extent of His 
love.  He asks something very basic in return – to simply love 
Him back and love one another.  If we do that, God’s love will 
shine in us, and, just like those soft blue lights – we can make 
people stop and take notice.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
ANNUAL LENTEN FISH FRY

March 22 & 29  
Starting 7:00 pm
$15 per person 

(Children under 6 free)
Dinner Includes: Salad, Fish and Chips 

(or Pizza) and Dessert
299 Eisenhower Pkwy, Livingston

ST. PHILOMENA’S 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY

Saturday, March 16
St. Joseph’s Hall, St. Philomena

 at 9:30 am
Sr. Joan will present the beautiful Bible 
story of the Samaritan Woman at the Well.
What can we learn from her conversation 
with Jesus? Join us for prayer, fellowship, 
and refreshments! Service Focus: donations 
of Easter candy to be used for Easter treat 
bags for Mercy House.

JOIN THE 9-MONTH NOVENA

“I’m calling on every Catholic 
in America to return to Our Lady 

and join in prayer”
Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke

Sign up for this 

culminating in a 
consecration to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
for her feast day on 
December 12. You’ll 
receive regular 
communications 

from His Eminence Cardinal Burke.
https://novena.cardinalburke.com/



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Pre-K through Grade 7:  

On Sundays at 11:00 am - 12:00 pm

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
THE LAST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 

10:00 am MASS

SISTER JOAN’S BOOK CLUB : 
NEW BOOK BEGINS

Our Next Book: Gifts of the Eucharist – 
Stories to Transform and Inspire by Nancy 
Reeves and Bernadette Gasslein. The Book 
Club meets on Wednesday mornings from 
9:00 to 10:00 am. It is also available on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 pm.

SISTER JOAN’S BIBLE STUDY
“Women in the Bible” meets on Monday 
mornings, from 9:15 to 10:30 am at Saint 
Raphael’s, as well as on Monday evenings at 
Saint Joseph’s Church, from 7:00 to 8:15 pm. 

AFTER DINNER WITH JESUS 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 7:00 - 7:30 pm

 LINK  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) takes 
place at the 10:00 am Children’s Mass, with 
religious education classes to follow, and at 
the 12:00 pm Mass. All children are welcome 
to attend. Last week, we discussed how Jesus 
got angry with the people who were selling 
animals and their wares for high prices at the 
Temple. This was disrespectful to God the 
Father. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
DURING LENT

Masses in the Church 
during Lent are: 

Monday - Friday
8:00 am and 12:00 noon*

Recitation of the Rosary before Mass 
at 11:30am is livestreamed*

Saturday at 8:00am

*Also livestreamed

YOUTH MINISTRY
Our Next Meeting is Sunday, March 10

7:00 - 8:30pm for Grades 7 to 12
St. Joseph’s Parish Center/Gym

44 Bienvenue Ave., West Orange
Inviting our youth from St. Raphael, St. Joseph, 

and Our Lady of Lourdes Parishes

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday evenings during Lent at 7:30 pm 

in the church and livestreamed.

CALLING 6th-8th GRADE GIRLS!
Mother Seton is offering March Enrichment 

Saturdays on March 9, 16 & 23
Mother Seton, 1 Valley Road

Choices include volleyball, culinary arts, fashion design, 
engineering, multimedia art, and creative writing.

Join the fun! Register here: 
https://www.motherseton.org/apps/forms2/?f=42725



THE EASTER BASKET 
PROJECT IS HERE!

Deadline for donations is March 10
SAC will be collecting Easter Baskets 
again for all those children in need. 
The Goal is 75 Easter Baskets 
which will be sent to Straight and 
Narrow, and to the Antioch Church  
of Orange. Donations needed include: 

•  wrapped candy
only

• stuffed animals
• toys
• baskets
• books
• Easter grass
• coloring books
•  chocolate bunnies

(milk or white)
•  crayons, markers,

chalk
We need all donations above, but 
most of all we need baskets, stuffed 
animals, and chocolate bunnies.  
We don’t need plastic eggs. 
Donations should be left in either  

vestibule. Monetary donations are 
accepted as well.  

Thank you for your generosity.  
Together we can make a difference. 

DIAPER COLLECTION
SAC collects diapers, especially the 

baby clothes. We thank you for your 
generosity to those in need.

SONNY’S PANTRY

able food for those in need. Please 
leave these contributions in the  
vestibule.

TONY MELENDEZ CONCERT
April 7 at 5:00 pm at St. Joseph Parish Center 

44 Bienvenue Ave., West Orange 

It was an unforgettable moment when, 

his guitar for Pope John Paul II in 
Los Angeles. Born without arms, he 
performed a touching song entitled 
Never Be The Same. When the Pope 
approached him from the stage to kiss 

the sentiments of the entire country.
Never Be the Same was an appropriate 
song, for those few moments changed Tony Melendez’ life and brought 
his unrestrained abilities as a guitarist to national attention. It seems to  

dence above his handicap.
Dedicated to the Catholic Church, he persevered in his church activities, 

ed events. Demand for him increased to the point where he was directing 

caught people’s attention, including someone with the group organizing 
activities for the monumental visit of Pope John Paul II in 1987.
“Someone pulled my name out of somewhere and asked me to go to a 
meeting,” Tony recalls. “I wasn’t sure what it was.” It turned out to be  
an audition and Tony was accepted. “I was really excited when I heard.”

Excitement became nervousness, and then jubilation, when the Pope 
responded to Tony’s playing, with a kiss. He notes now that he wasn’t 
sure how to react. “I was told not to move or the security might take me 

to greet me.”
Since then, Tony has traveled across the US and forty foreign countries, 
making countless television appearances, including The Today Show, 
Good Morning America, Geraldo, CBS This Morning, The Late Show 

specials for Variety Clubs and Very Special Arts. He also performed at 

of the 1989 series. Tony has performed an additional  four times for the 
Pope, and in Denver, Colorado for World Youth Day 1993.

CELEBRATING MILESTONE MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARIES

The Archdiocese of Newark has a long tradition of honoring, with a  
 

in the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, the mother church of the 
Archdiocese. On Sunday, June 2, 2024, beginning at 12 pm, Cardinal  
Joseph Willian Tobin, C.S.R., Archbishop of Newark, will be the cel
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LIVINGSTON TIRE 
COMPANY

Our Tires Are Always On Sale
State Inspection • Exhaust • Wheels
Alignment • Brakes • Air Conditioning

56 E. Northfi eld Rd.

A d

Rd.
973-533-0101

www.LivingstonTire.com

“Two of the most elegant
boutique funeral homes

in New Jersey”

468 Pompton Ave. (Rt. 23), Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 • 45 Roseland Avenue, Roseland, NJ 07068
973-239-1489 • www.shookscedargrove.com  |  973-226-1111 • www.shookfarmer.com

Joseph M. Shook Jr., Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 3612

Michelle Argast, Director
N.J. Lic. No. 4828

Josette C. LaMonica, Manager
N.J. License No. 3747

973-992-5581
Josephine Z & R. Samuel LaMonica, Founders 1959

145 Est Mount Pleasant Avenue
Livingston, NewJersy 07039

La Monica Memorial Home

We are Ready To Help You Get Back 
In Motion!

    743 Northfi eld Ave., Suite 2
          West Orange, NJ 07052
www.OptimumRecoveryRehab.com
info@OptimumRecoveryRehab.com

973-669-8300

Family Owned Since 1963
Free Estimates

973-325-3626

GUIDED BY FAMILY VALUES SINCE 1915

Quinn-Hopping
FUNERAL HOME

145 E. MT. PLEASANT AVE., LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039

973-992-1414
EDWARD J. SHAFFERY, JR.
MANAGER
NJ Lic. No. 3315

JONATHAN D. KREMPECKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

NJ Lic. No. 4871

All Types of Roofi ng
Slate • Tile

Copper
Designer Shingles
973-992-9154
info@guymarcompany.com

Outdoor Dining Available. Call for Reservations.

Open Seven Days • BYOB
LUNCH Daily 11:30a-3p

DINNER Su-Th u 5-9p, F-Sa 5-10p

277 Eisenhower Parkway
Livingston

Call for Reservations: 973.992.9300
Order Curbside Pickup & Delviery Online at:

www.MezzaLivingston.com

Scan To
Request a Quote

973-882-7733 • TOLL FREE: 888-972-8564
3-C Great Meadows Lane • East Hanover, NJ 07936

Email:info@prowaterheatersnj.com

Water Heaters 
Boilers • Appliances

Plumbing License #36B100982500
Home Improvement License #13VH10102700

Special Offer
Special Offer

$1,300$1,300

40G Rheem or
40G Rheem or 

Bradford White

Bradford White

40 Gallon Water Heater

40 Gallon Water Heater

6 YR Warranty Delivere
d,

6 YR Warranty Delivere
d,

Installed
 & Hauled Away

Installed
 & Hauled Away

Support your church by advertising
in the church bulletin

 Contact Ed Ward   908-347-6485

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

MASONRY • GUTTERS

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967
Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

15% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

$800 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK
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