Bap zed in Jesus, we the parishioners of St. Paul respond to the call of Christ.
Loving God, praying with one another, especially through the Mass and the Sacraments. Proclaiming and sharing our Faith and Mission in Jesus Christ. Assis ng those in need by seeing Christ present in each person. Crea ng unity
through Christ by nourishing, empowering, and involving one another. Teaching the message of Christ to all by word and by daily personal witness. May
God bless us, placing our eﬀorts in hands greater than our own.

Rev. Harry E. McCreedy ~ Pastor
Rev. James Catagnus, Resident (Retired)
Deacon Matthew J. Hrobak ~ Permanent Deacon
Sister Rosellen Bracken, RSM ~ Services Ministry
Mary Rose Edmonds ~ Business Manager
Meg Farrell ~ Director of Religious Education
Mary Wust ~ Administrative Assistant
Visit Our Parish Website:
stpaulcatholicchurcheastnorriton.net
Our bulletin can also be viewed online

MASSES:
Sundays: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
(5:30 PM Vigil on Saturday)
Monday—Saturday: 8:00 AM
Holydays: 7:00 PM Vigil, 8:00 AM & 12 Noon
(unless otherwise noted in the bulletin)
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Saturdays: 4:15 PM—5:00 PM
RECTORY:
610.279.6725
2007 New Hope Street, East Norriton, PA 19401
email: stpaulparish.eastnorriton@gmail.com
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Friday: 9:00 AM—12:00 PM *
1:00 PM—4:00 PM
* Office closed from 12:00 PM—1:00 PM for lunch
Evenings & Weekends: by appointment
SCHOOL:
Holy Rosary Regional School
Office
610.825.0160
3040 Walton Road, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:
Meg Farrell
610.279.6725 (Monday—Wednesday)
email: stpaulreligiouseducationdept@gmail.com

BAPTISMS are celebrated on the second and fourth
Sunday of each month at 12:15 PM. Parents are required to attend the pre-Baptismal class sometime
before the child is born. The godparents’ letters of
eligibility should be brought to this class. After attending the class and presenting the eligibility letters
a date can be set for the Baptism by calling the Rectory.
WEDDING arrangements must be made in person at
the Rectory at least six months in advance. All couples must attend the archdiocesan sponsored Pre—
Cana Program. For info: http://phillycatholiclife.org/
marriage-and-family/preparing-for-marriage.
THE SICK and permanently homebound are encouraged to receive communion regularly at home. Eucharistic ministers are available, please contact
Sr. Rosellen Bracken at 610.277.0827. Hospitalized
parishioners are encouraged to receive the sacraments from the Catholic chaplains assigned to all
hospitals. Urgent requests for anointing of the sick at
home are accepted at anytime - call the Rectory.
TO BE A PARISHIONER one must be registered
and living within the parish boundaries. Call the Rectory to make an appointment to register or see the
pastor in church after Sunday Mass. We cannot issue letters of eligibility or references if one is not formally registered. Registered parishioners are requested to notify the Rectory if they are changing
their address.
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EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Reflecting... On Today’s Readings

Introduction: During these past several weeks of Advent we
have been conscious of Christ’s light penetrating our darkened world. We have celebrated God’s grace manifested
through his Son, Jesus, and gloried in this heavenly visitation.
In the book On Being Human, Bishop Fulton J. Sheen explains, “But Christmas is not a man making himself a god, but
God becoming a man, without ever ceasing to be God. In the
first instance, there is exaltation or self-inflation by which man
makes himself what he is not. In the second instance, there is
humiliation, for God takes on the form and habit of man.”
What a glorious truth!

Small wonder, the Epiphany enjoys such prominence and
importance in the Church’s calendar. It is the anniversary
of the day that Jesus’ presence was made known to us.
Just as at Christmas, we celebrate the Incarnation of Jesus, at Epiphany, we celebrate the revelation or the manifestation of Jesus to the world, to ourselves, as the eternally begotten Word. The Epiphany is not merely a feast,
a celebration meant to focus greater attention to Christmas. It is more, much more. The Epiphany calls our attention to three major events of salvation history: the visit
of the Magi… the baptism of Jesus,,, and the wedding at
Cana. Why? Because, each of these events, reflects and
manifests the divinity of Jesus who has come to save all
people.
But what of the Epiphany at work in our daily lives as
Christians who are necessarily busy with homes, families,
work and a hundred other preoccupations? Just as the
Star of Bethlehem led the Magi to Jesus and they return to
share the Good News with others, we should do our best
to lead others to Jesus, to an appreciation of His message
of mercy, of justice, of love, through the quality of our lives,
through the example we reflect in our dealings with all
people. We must be Epiphanies in action. We become
living Epiphanies by doing what we are called upon to do
in our vocations and by doing those things to the best of
our abilities

During Epiphany we celebrate the manifestation of Jesus the
Christ to the Magi, which in turn represents the manifestation
of Christ to the Gentiles. About these Gentiles Paul later says
“you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” No
wonder the Magi fell down in praise and worship. Paul later
explains, “Now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
have been brought near in the blood of Christ.” No wonder
they experienced such joy.
For many of us who have not experienced ostracism because
of our race or social standing it is difficult to fathom the importance of this early and inclusive manifestation. Perhaps
only a country like India where the caste system is so pronounced between the “untouchables” and the elite can we find
a modern day parallel. Throughout the Old Testament Scriptures, though God chose and blessed the nation Israel, he
always maintained the witness that the salvation of ALL MANKIND was at the heart of his concern and plan. Consequently,
right from the beginning of Jesus’ earthly existence God
chose to manifest the Savior to both Jew and Gentile. He was
to be, and is, the Light of the World for all people for all time.
In the midst of our rejoicing at the significance of this wonderful truth we must recognize that it also calls forth a gift response from us as it did the Magi. Not merely a gift of gold,
frankincense and myrrh, but one of cooperation and participation in God’s concern and plan that all mankind might be united in Christ. “This is a task I wish to invite all local churches to
undertake,” writes Pope John Paul II in At the Beginning of
the New Millennium. “In each of them, gathered around their
Bishop, as they listen to the word and ‘break bread’ in brotherhood, the ‘one holy catholic and apostolic Church of Christ is
truly present and operative.’ It is above all in the actual situation of each local church that the mystery of the one People of
God takes the particular form that fits it to each individual context and culture.
“In the final analysis, this rooting of the Church in time and
space mirrors the movement of the Incarnation itself. Now is
the time for each local Church [and each individual] to assess
its fervor and find fresh enthusiasm for its spiritual and pastoral responsibilities, by reflecting on what the Spirit has been
saying to the People of God …”

On this day that Christ revealed himself to us Gentiles let
us pray for peace, unity and harmony among all religions,
nations, races, and ethnic groups. One Lord, one Faith,
one Body… for this we pray: ‘Our Father, Thy kingdom
come, Thy Will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

The Epiphany of the Lord, falling as it does at the beginning of
a new year, provides an ideal reminder and opportunity to
reassess our commitment to our Lord’s concerns and plans,
and to align our lives and gifts with his. Begin this process by
making a gift to Christ of a block of your time, where you can
sit and allow the Holy Spirit to lead you through this realignment process. Every child adopted into a family receives not
only the privileges and joys of belonging, but also the responsibilities. As Gentiles we should rejoice that we have been
adopted into God’s family, and we also should rejoice that we
can affirm our significance by sharing in its responsibilities
and purposes...
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In the United States we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany
on the first Sunday after the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of
God, which occurs on January 1st. In this way it automatically
becomes a holyday of obligation and is celebrated with all the
proper solemnity it deserves. Don’t forget, our country is new in
comparison to many of the other nations of the world. Catholicism wasn’t strongly rooted in the fabric and founding of our nation. Christmas itself wasn’t formally and nationally recognized
until late in the nineteenth century. Prior to that time it was
thought to be a “Papist” celebration peculiar to immigrants who
had ventured into our country. In light of this, getting the Epiphany “off the ground” was a Herculean task. So, the Bishops of our
country, grounded in the ingenuity of the Holy Spirit, decided that
this great Solemnity in no way should be diminished. Thus, they
transferred its observance to the first Sunday after January 1st.
Now all the faithful have no obstacle to its celebration. Besides,
in actuality, the three Magi didn’t arrive in Bethlehem on the sixth
anyway. That’s simply the date the Church chose to celebrate
what their arrival truly means. How do we know the Magi didn’t
arrive on the sixth? Scripture indicates that the Child Jesus was
presented in the Temple in Jerusalem on the fortieth day after
his birth, as was the Jewish custom. It also records that once
the Magi arrived in Jerusalem looking for the newborn king, Herod ordered a slaughter of all the newborn, which impelled the
Holy Family to flee from Israel into Egypt. But, they were still
there on the fortieth day; therefore, the Magi hadn’t arrived yet.
It was their arrival which prompted Herod’s murderous reaction.
In light of this information garnered from Scripture, it doesn’t
matter on which date the Magi arrived; what matters is that they
did arrive. Their arrival represents God’s manifestation of Himself to the whole world, not just to the people of Israel. So, a
particular date (January 6th or some other date) doesn’t matter.
Again, what matters is that we celebrate Christ’s love for all humanity, of which this holyday reminds us. Happy Epiphany!

This feast concludes the Christmas season in the Church.
Since the Solemnity of the Nativity we have celebrated the
revelation of Jesus as God-Man, the Incarnate Son of the
Father, Lord and Savior of humanity. In keeping with these
revelations this Solemnity focuses on the words of the Father
at Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan, “This is my beloved Son in
Whom I am well pleased. Listen to Him.” As He is on the
Solemnity of the Epiphany, Christ is presented as the Divine
One, Lord of all.
Our late Holy Father, St. John Paul II, introduced a new set of
mysteries for the recitation of the rosary. These are called the
Luminous Mysteries, the first of which is called the Baptism of
the Lord which we celebrate tomorrow. These mysteries of
the rosary shed light on the nature of Christ whose mission
dispels the darkness of sin.
Remembering that “Epiphany” means revelation, tomorrow’s
Solemnity becomes a very important part of the Epiphany
season which concludes Christmas in the Church. The
Baptism of the Lord reveals more than humanity ever
imagined. It is revealed that our understanding of God is trifold: God is revealed as a Father, a Son & Brother, and as an
abiding Spirit. Such an epiphany! Such a revelation!
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St. PAUL’S BIBLE STUDY
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light for my path.”
(Psalm 119)

Let God’s word light your path this Fall! Every Wednesday,
Saint Paul’s Bible Study “previews” the word of God in the
upcoming Sunday Mass readings. The Bible Study meets
7:30-9:00 pm in the Rectory Meeting Room, on the lower
level of the rectory. For more information, contact Lucy
Boardway lucyboardway@gmail.com 610-2565535 or Bonnie Dougherty at blessedlife101@gmail.com /
484-744-2307. Everyone is always welcome!

January 20, 2023
March for Life
The March for Life is an inspiring, peaceful, vibrant, and joyfilled rally of women, men, young people, and children from
all across the country. Every year, tens of thousands of prolifers converge on the National Mall and march on Capitol
Hill. It’s the largest annual human rights
demonstration in the world. But this is not just a protest…
TOGETHER, WE GATHER TO CELEBRATE LIFE. We
celebrate each and every life,
from the moment of conception. We envision a world where
every life is celebrated, valued, and protected.
Location: Washington, DC

Come & See Weekends oﬀer men
(high school age and above) who are
discerning a call to the priesthood a
chance to get away, meet other
men on a similar journey, and find a
place of quiet to listen to God
speak.
If you are discerning the priesthood,
or know someone who is discerning, these are ideal opportuni es to visit the seminary, to get to know the seminarians, to listen to great talks on discernment, and to
spend me listening for God's voice.
There is no cost to a end these weekends, which include
a single room and all meals. Dates for upcoming weekends
are listed below. For more informa on and to register,
please visit Heedthecall.org/ComeandSee
or contact Fr. Friel at fr.dfriel@archphila.org.
HIGH SCHOOL MEN
January 28-29, 2023
February 25-26, 2023

POST-HIGH SCHOOL MEN
February 10-12, 2023
March 10-12, 2023
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RETROUVAILLE: REDISCOVER THE LOVE IN YOUR
MARRIAGE
Tens of thousands of couples have healed their marriages
through Retrouvaille (pronounced Retro-vy). If you know anyone who could benefit from this program, please pass this
on. Couples learn to build communication skills and to increase
intimacy. It provides help for marriage problems, difficulties or
crises. The next program begins the weekend of February 10 12, 2023 at the Family Life Center in Malvern, PA. For more
information, or to register, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org or
call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All inquiries are strictly
confidential.
Spiritual Support for Addiction: Hope in Christ
You are not alone! The Church desires to be close to her children who are struggling with addiction and to bring them the
healing power of Jesus Christ’s love. The Hope in Christ: Spiritual Support for Addiction webpage provides a central location
for Catholic resources, ongoing support, testimonies and events
that are happening throughout the Archdiocese of Philadelphia
to spiritually support you in your journey towards recovery. Visit archphila.org/hope for details and new postings.
Catholic Women’s Healthcare
The Gianna Center of Philadelphia is located in East Norriton
(very close to Plymouth Meeting Mall) and is accepting new
patients. The Center provides an authentically Catholic approach
to women’s reproductive healthcare and follows Catholic medical ethics. The providers treat women in various age groups from teens to seniors, and offer general gynecologic care, yearly
women's check-ups and natural family planning instruction in
the Creighton Model FertilityCare System. Services are available in English and Spanish. For more information
see phgiannacenter.org or call the center at 844-204-0005.

If a Prenatal Diagnosis is poor, you are not alone. Lily’s
Gift, is a network of concerned parents and professionals who
have experienced or worked closely with issues surrounding
poor prenatal diagnosis. A collaboration of the Office for Persons with Disabilities, Catholic Social Services and the Office of
Life and Family, this service can provide a peer support team to
assist couples during this critical time. For support call 215-587
-3530 or email LilysGiftLuke12.27@gmail.com. For more information about a Catholic response to PPD visit www.Lilysgift.org or www.benotafraid.net.
Intellectual Disabilities and Autism Help-Line: Do you need
help accessing services and supports for someone with an intellectual disability or Autism? A collaboration of Catholic Social
Services-Developmental Programs, The Office for Persons with
Disabilities and the Schools of Special Education of the Archdiocese is offering this convenient help-line to assist families connect to disabilities services provided by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. To reach the Help-Line call:484-472-5041 or
email: IDDhelp@chs-adphila.org.
Holy Rosary CYO presents
The Joe Conklin Comedy Show
Saturday, February 4, 2023
Doors open at 6:30pm, Show begins at 8:00pm
Location: Holy Rosary Regional Catholic School
3040 Walton Road, Plymouth Meeting, PA
$55 per person includes buffet, draft beer, and show
Info and tickets at www.joeconklin.com
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As we enter this new year, the Church in the United States begins the second of a three year period designated as a me for
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL...

Prayer for the Eucharistic Revival
My God, I believe, I adore, I hope, and I love you. I beg pardon
for those who do not believe, nor adore, nor hope, nor love
You. (Three times)
Most Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, I adore your
profoundly. I offer You the most precious Body, Blood, Soul
and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present in all the tabernacles of
the world in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and indifference by which He is offended. And, through the infinite
merits of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart
of Mary, I beg you the conversion of sinners.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us.
This prayer for the national Eucharistic Revival was adopted for
usage by the American Conference of Bishops. It is the prayer
taught by the Angel who appeared to the three shepherds of
Fatima in 1916, preparing them for Our Lady’s apparitions in
1917. Our Lady would tell the children that God was much offended by the sins of humanity and that He must not be offended any more. The Angel stressed that the greatest sin of humanity was disbelief and indifference to Our Lord’s presence in
the Blessed Sacrament.
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All Work Guaranteed
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Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email
address by text message:

Jp

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

ARE YOU CONSIDERING PLACING
AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE
ST. PAUL WEEKLY BULLETIN?

Now is a great time to call and nd out how you can suppo
St. Paul and grow your business at the same time!
Call 1.800.333.3166 today for details on this great opportunity!
192 St. Paul, Norristown, PA (I)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

Joseph
Corropolese

Plumbing Services | Heating & Cooling
Bath & Kitchen Remodels
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1973
Serving Montgomery County & Surrounding Areas
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2014 Old Arch Rd. • Norristown, PA
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2688 DeKalb Pike, East Norriton
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON DEMENTIA CARE
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We’ve got you covered!
All maintenance, repair, replacement. All makes and models.
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PLUS
SAVE $
We’ll donate $20 to St. Paul when you
OFF ANY REPAIR mention this ad and have work completed.

610-426-1717

300 East Germantown Pike
East Norriton, PA 19401
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