ST. AGATHA – ST. JAMES PARISH
Caritas Christi Urget Nos
January 8th, 2023
The Epiphany of the Lord

WORSHIP AID
Entrance – We Three Kings of Orient Are | #382
1.

We three kings of Orient are; Bearing gifts, we traverse
afar Field and fountain, Moor and mountain, Following
yonder star.

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal
beauty bright, Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to the perfect Light.
2.

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, Gold I bring to crown
him again; King forever, Ceasing never, Over us all to
reign. R.

3.

Frankincense to offer have I; Incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, Gladly raising, Worshiping God on
high. R.

Text: Matthew 2:1-11; John H. Hopkins, Jr., 1820-1891, alt.

Reading I | Is 60:1-6

GOSPEL REFLECTION
Dear brothers and sisters,
Happy NEW year! I hope this 2023 is very blessed to all of
you.
Today we celebrate in one of the Bible passages that our
emeritus Pope Benedict XVI, who just passed away, used to
love! There is much to unpack here. Maybe one of the reasons
he enjoyed this passage so much is because of his academic
background and love of Truth.
Here we see the human effort to try to find God (sometimes
more or less aware of it). The Magi were astronomers,
scientists, persons who were trying to discover truth through
the different manifestations we can observe in nature, and in
doing so they found the Truth. They did something truly
amazing as many brothers and sisters today do as well in the
study of the different phenomenon’s our beautiful nature
created by God gives us. All in nature end up pointing to God.
Through the study of stars, they managed to discover when
the king of the Jews would be born. But it was more than that.
Judea was not important enough to cross the whole Arabic
desert. This king was going to be a very special one. This is
the king who would bring peace to the whole world.
Now, it is very significant how they found Jesus: In the hands
of Mary! Mary is the one who brings Jesus to all. That is why
one of her titles is seat of Wisdom: Sede Sapiencia (as you
can see in the image above). Mary will always guide us to the
Truth, and it is so telling that the Magi kneel and homage our
Lord as they recognize the greatness of who they have in front
of them even though he is not in a huge palace. Mary also
teaches us to see the greatness of God in the ordinary small
things.
May you have a blessed Epiphany Sunday!
Fr. Carlos

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the
glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness covers
the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but upon
you the LORD shines, and over you appears his glory.
Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your shining
radiance. Raise your eyes and look about; they all gather
and come to you: your sons come from afar, and your
daughters in the arms of their nurses.
Then you shall be radiant at what you see, your heart shall
throb and overflow, for the riches of the sea shall be
emptied out before you, the wealth of nations shall be
brought to you. Caravans of camels shall fill you,
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall
come bearing gold and frankincense, and proclaiming the
praises of the LORD.
Responsorial Psalm | Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13.
Refrain: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
1.

Justice shall flower in his days, and profound peace,
till the moon be no more. May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.

2.

Justice shall flower in his days, and profound peace,
till the moon be no more. May he rule from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.

3.

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer gifts;
the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. All
kings shall pay him homage, all nations shall serve
him. R.

4.

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, and
the afflicted when he has no one to help him. He shall
have pity for the lowly and the poor; the lives of the
poor he shall save. R.

Reading II | Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

Preparation for Altar – What Child is This | #387

Brothers and sisters: You have heard of the stewardship
of God’s grace that was given to me for your benefit,
namely, that the mystery was made known to me by
revelation. It was not made known to people in other
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are
coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds
watch are keeping?
Refrain: This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds
guard and angels sing; Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.
1.

Why lies he in such mean estate Where ox and ass are
feeding? Good Christian, fear; for sinners here The silent
Word is pleading. R.

2.

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; Come peasant,
king to own him. The King of kings salvation brings; Let
loving hearts enthrone him. R.

Alleluia
Gospel | Mt 2:1-12
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days
of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the
Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the
chief priests and the scribes of the people, He inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. They said to him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written
through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since
from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people
Israel.” Then Herod called the magi secretly and
ascertained from them the time of the star’s appearance.
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
diligently for the child. When you have found him, bring
me word, that I too may go and do him homage.” After
their audience with the king they set out.
And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising
preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place
where the child was. They were overjoyed at seeing the
star, and on entering the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and did him
homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they depart ed
for their country by another way.
Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I believe
in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, born
of the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on
the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son. With the Father and the Son he is adored and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. I believe in one, holy,
Catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins, and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come.

Text: William C. Dix, 1827-1898

Note for Communion: All those who are properly prepared
may come forward to receive Communion and should
consume it in the sight of the minister. If you are unsure or
non-Catholic, we encourage you to come forward with your
arms crossed to receive a blessing.
Communion Hymn: Epiphany Carol | #386
Ev’ry nation sees the glory Of a star that pierced the night.
As we tell the wondrous story We are bathed in radiant light.
Star sent forth from highest heaven, Dancing light of God’s
design, Shine upon the gift that’s given: Word made flesh
now born in time.
Ev’ry tongue shall sing the praises Of his birth in deepest
night. He is healing for the ages; He is Christ, our God’s
delight. He proclaims within his being All our hopes, our
great desires. He shall die to rise, redeeming All who follow
with their lives.
Once again may we discover Word made flesh sent from
above. In our neighbor, sister, brother, In the lonely and
unloved. May we touch him, may we hold him, May we cradle
him with care As we learn to love each other, Bringing hope
from out despair.
Text: Francis Patrick O’Brien, b. 1958, © 2002, GIA Publications, Inc

“Saint Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
protection against the wickedness and snares of the devil;
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast into hell
Satan and all evil spirits who prowl about the world for the
ruin of souls”.
Recessional Song: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing | #356
1.

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild God and sinners
reconciled!” Joyful, all you nations, rise; Join the triumph
of the skies; With the_angelic host proclaim, “Christ is
born in Bethlehem!” Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory
to the newborn King!”

2.

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ the everlasting
Lord: Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the
Virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: Hail
the_incarnate Deity, Pleased as man with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel. Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

3.

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of
Righteousness! Light and life to all he brings, Ris'n with
healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, Born that
we no more may die, Born to raise each child of earth,
Born to give us second birth. Hark! The herald angels
sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
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1.

Welcome back to all those who traveled for the holidays!
We hope you all had a blessed Christmas and New Years.

2.

Start the New Year off right by joining one of our Bible
studies or small groups, or come to our Tuesday
Newman Nights! Speak with one of our campus
ministers for more information.

3.

We have now returned to our normal schedule of daily &
Sunday Mass times. Note that Monday January 16th is
Martin Luther King Day, so there will only be a morning
9am Mass that day.

VENMO: @saints-aj
or scan the QR code

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
1 Peter 4:10

Mass Times
SUN | 9:00am, 11:30am 5:30pm
MON-FRI | 12:05PM
WED-FRI | 5:30PM
TUE | 7PM
SAT Vigil Mass: 1st: Filipino, 7pm, 2nd: Spanish, 5:30pm,
3rd: Korean, 5:30pm, 4th: Intercultural, 5:30pm (Chapel,
except for Filipino)
Confessions are available 30 minutes before each Sunday
Mass or by appointment

Ongoing Groups












Bible Study on Hebrews| Tuesday 6pm| James Paron
(jmparon20@gmail.com)
Parish Rosary Group | Wed, 6PM | Patrick Travers
(ptravers@saintsaj.org)
Hiking Group | Saturday | Patrick Travers
(ptravers@saintsaj.org)
Nazareth Group for Marries Couples | Last Thursday of
the month, 7PM | Cecilia Secaira (cecilialang42@gmail.com)
Young Adult / Graduate Students Group | Wednesday,
6:30PM Mica Udani (aliveyoungadults@saintsaj.org)
Youth Group | Sundays, 1:30-3PM | Michael Gokie
(mjg395@drexel.edu)
Undergraduate Bible Study | Penn: Emily Cimmino
(emily.cimmino@focus.org) Drexel: Anjelo Rocero
(anjelo.rocero@focus.org)
Athlete Ministry | Penn: Molly Bent (mary.bent@focus.org)
Drexel: Katie Creamer (katherine.creamer@focus.org)
Latino Group | Maria Jose Armas (marmas@saintsaj.org)
Filiipino Ministry | Miguel Maquiran (mpm358@drexel.edu)
Communion for Homebound (Sundays) | Patrick Travers
(ptravers@saintsaj.org)

Contact Info
For more information about office hours or staff
visit: www.saintsaj.org or call (267) 787-5000













Carole Tokarczyk, Administrative Assistant |
office@saintsaj.org
Fr. Carlos Keen, Parochial Administrator |
ckeen@saintsaj.org
Patrick Travers, | Newman Director|
ptravers@saintsaj.org
Marcela Figueroa, Office Manager |
mfigueroa@saintsaj.org
Michael Gokie, Drexel Campus Minister |
mjg395@drexel.edu
Thibault Vincent, Drexel Campus Minister |
tvincent@saintsaj.org
Jule Coppa, Penn Campus Minister |
jcoppa@saintsaj.org
Amy Bishop, Development Manager |
abishop@saintsaj.org
Lauren Kratzenberg, Music Coordinator |
laurenk@saintsaj.org
Fr. Remigio Morales, Director of Religious Education,
Latino Ministry | rmorales@saintsaj.org
Msgr. George Strausser, Hospital Ministry |
(267-648-4173)
Maria Jose Armas, Latino & Young Adult Ministry |
marmas@saintsaj.org

APARTMENTS@PENN, INC.
Telephone: (215) 222-0222 • Fax: (215) 222-6666

416 South 41st St. (Unit 1) Phila., PA 19104
The University City Specialists Have:
• Apartments and Houses for Rent • Friendly, Personal Service
• Small Number of Tenants • Services Available 24 Hours a Day

www.PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

www.holtinternational.org/adoption/philippines

Our
advertisers
make us
look good!
Do you want to wake up each day knowing that you’re
actually making a difference in the world?

Do you want to wake up each day knowing that you’re
actually making a difference in the world?

Our residences for people experiencing homelessness
are NOW HIRING those who want
to make that difference.

Our after school programs that offer learning
and recreation for children are NOW HIRING
those who want to make that difference in a child’s life.
St. Hubert’s | Holy Innocents | St. Malachy
Mayfair | Northeast | St. Barnabas
St. Thomas Aquinas | Cayuga

St. John’s Hospice & Good Shepherd Program
Women of Hope – Vine/Lombard
McAuley House | Mercy Hospice

222 N 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

222 N 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Thank an advertiser!

215-587-3910

215-587-3910

Let them know you saw their ad
https://archphila.applicantpro.com/jobs/ in the weekly church bulletin!

https://archphila.applicantpro.com/jobs/

Weekly Bulletin Sponsors:

Mallory’s Army
Foundation
United Together In The
Fight Against Bullying...
Don’t Just Teach Kindness...

BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657
info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY
to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

186-St. Agatha/St. James • Philadelphia, PA

In addition to your weekly bulletin
advertisement, you also have FREE access to your very
own FindingFABERTM account! The FindingFABERTM app
allows you to post realtime promotions/coupons, flash
deals, information and listings at any time - 24/7, day
or night! As a current sponsor, you should visit www.
FindingFABER.com to get started! Your posts are available
to the entire community, not only our parishioners! We
encourage you to take advantage of this exciting, FREE
resource! As with any new app, the more it is used the
more exciting it becomes!
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Parishioners: If you visit your app store,
and download the FindingFABERTM app, you can see and more
importantly use, the deals and info posted by our bulletin
sponsors! Just show your phone when you find a sponsor while
using the app! The more the app is used, the better it will get!

John Patrick Publishing Company ~ 1-800-333-3166 ~ www.jppc.net

