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1350 Vernon Road
Philadelphia, PA 19150
Phone: 215-549-3760
Fax: 215-549-1271
Web: www.saintraymond.net
Email: czlock@saintraymond.net

Parish Office:

Mass:
Saturday at 8:00am & 5:00pm
Sunday at 8:00am & 10:00am

Those who are interested in joining our Church or

Parish School:

7940 Williams Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19150

Phone: 215-548-1919

Fax: 215-405-2536

Web: www.saintraymond.net/school
Email: dharris@straymondphila.org

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri at 8:00am Confession: Saturday from 4:00pm - 4:45pm

Monday evening from 6:00pm-7:00pm
Tuesday morning from 6:30am-7:30am
learning more about the Catholic Faith, please call

the Parish Office. You are most welcome! We rejoice knowing your gifts will enrich our Parish and our

Community!

Parish Staff Directory
Pastor: Father Charles Zlock
Phone: 215-549-3760, Ext 1
Email: czlock@saintraymond.net

Deacon: Deacon Bill Bradley
Phone: 215-549-3760, Ext 9
Email: deaconbillbradley@gmail.com

Office Manager & Youth Outreach Director:
Brandi Whitehead
Phone: 215-549-3760, Ext 2
Email: brandi@saintraymond.net

Pastoral Associate Discipleship: Araminta Brown
Phone: 215-549-3760, Ext 3
Email: mintabrown@saintraymond.net

Pastoral Associate, Rel. Education & Social Ministry:

Arleen Daniels
Phone: 215-549-3760, Ext 6
Email: arleen@saintraymond.net

Director of Music: Ken Arrington
Email: arrington72@temple.edu

Business, Finance and Accounting: William Wechsler
Phone: 215-549-3760, Ext 5
Email: bill.wechsler@saintraymond.net

Mass Intentions for the Week

Sat., Mar 09 8:00am In Thanksgiving
5:00pm Sick and Shut-Ins

Sun., Mar 10 8:00am People of the Parish
10:00am Lester Greene

Mon., Mar 11 8:00am Francis Flynn

Tue., Mar 12 8:00am Lionel Valcin

Thur., Mar 14 8:00am Charles J. O’Brien Jr.

Fri., Mar 15 8:00am Int. of Arleen Daniels

Sat., Mar 16 8:00am For the Sanctity of

Human Life

5:00pm Peace on Earth

Sun., Mar 17 8:00am People of the Parish
10:00am Lester Greene

There is a Eucharistic Holy Hour with the
praying of the Rosary on Tuesday and
Thursday from 8:30am to 9:30am. Please join
us. Enter the Church through the ramp door.




Pastor’s Corner:

Many people do not think there is such a thing; an
only one "truth." When the church says that
something is wrong or sinful, they reply “Well, who
are you to tell me what is right or wrong?”” or "Who
are you to tell me what I can do with my body?"

That might work until someone wants to take their
car or rob them of their money. Then the victim
might say "Hey, that’s wrong. That’s illegal and
immoral!" But what if a criminal responds, “Well,
who are you to tell me what is right or wrong?" What
does the victim say then? Suddenly doubts about
what is truth, what is just, or what is right or wrong
creep in.

The gurus of the new atheism have been immensely
effective in proposing the notion that there is no
objective truth for everyone. Major figures such as
Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, Christopher Hitchens,
and Daniel Dennett have spoken about this
throughout our schools and universities. They would
say that "What I believe is true might not be what you
believe is. What you think is wrong or evil is just
your opinion. It does not apply to me."

To be honest, the Catholic Church has done a poor
job of instructing the doubtful about truth, right and
wrong and evil in these places. Thankfully,
contemporary Christians and secular figures have not
only gone head-to-head with popular atheistic
figures. People like Bishop Robert Barron and
Jordan Peterson have shown the fallacy of the
thinking of the atheists’ proposals.

Doubt about truth, eternity, life after death, good and
evil is a form of pain and spiritual suffering. We are
responsible for addressing and allaying that doubt.
How do we do this?

First, start with a prayer. When discussing such an
issue with another person, a quick prayer to the Holy
Spirit can lay the groundwork for a fruitful
discussion. It certainly cannot hurt.
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Second, provide well-reasoned answers. To do this,
we need to study. We need to read. We need to be
ready to address the doubts about what is true in a
way that is clear and compelling. G.K. Chesterton’s
book Orthodoxy is a good place to start. C.S. Lewis'
novel That Hideous Strength and Trent
Horn's Answering Atheism are other reliable
resources. The Catholic Answers website, Bishop
Barron's Word on Fire videos, podcasts and website
can also help.

Third, lead with charity. One of the new atheists'
approaches is to scorn and ridicule the Church. We
cannot do that. Be gentle, kind, understanding and
reverent toward the other person.

Fourth, accept that you will not get this right a lot of
the time. Young people have been taught these ideas
since grade school. Your job might be merely to plant
the seed, let someone else water and another person
reap the harvest.

Finally, believe that Christ and the Church will have
the final say. The Church has seen this before. She
has been countering false doctrines, effectively, for
millennia. Ultimately the Church, with the help of
Christ, will prevail.

Next week we look at the fourth Spiritual Act of
Mercy which is to “Comfort the Sorrowful.”

Fr. Charles Zlock

Special

Collections

March 3 - Rice Bowl

March 10 - Easter Flower Offering
March 29 - Holy Land Sanctuaries
March 31 - Easter Offering

March 31 - Maintenance and Repairs
God loves a generous giver.
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BIBLES, BOOTS
& BACKPACKS

March 23 | Wissahickon Creek Park
April 21 | Appalachian Trall to Bear Rocks
May 25 | Valley Forge National Park

June 22 | Appalachian Trall to Pinnacle and Pulpit Rock

Join us in celebrating Father Zlock's 30th
Anniversary on May 4th from 6 PM to 9 PM in the
St. Raymond School Hall.

Enjoy a festive evening filled with food, music, and
wonderful fellowship as we honor Father Zlock's
three decades of dedication to the priesthood.

Please call the rectory or use the QR Code
below to RSVP by April 7t
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Would you like to Volunteer on Holy Thursday,
March 28 @ 7pm for washing of the feet? If so,
please contact Brandi at 215-549-3760.

DOING LIFE TOGETH ERp

If you are a current Lenten Life Group Member, or
simply curious, the weekly Life Group Member
Guide is included in St Raymond's weekly email
Blast distribution. Have a look!

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ...

about the homilies you hear. Really! Honestly! The
new Catholic Preaching Institute (CPI) at Saint
Charles Seminary invites you to participate in what
could be the largest-ever study of its kind in the
nation. It only takes 10 minutes to do! Simply go to
https://catholicleaders.online/phillypreaching and
complete the online survey (or use the QR code to
take you to it). Then invite each of your family
members to do the same and share this with all your
Catholic friends! With everyone's input, CPI will
design programs to make preaching in the
archdiocese more compelling so that your
experience of the Word of God becomes even more
inspiring. Don't wait — the survey closes March 22!

Please use this QR Code for easier access

021 Saint Raymond




Donna Ackridge & Daniele Ramella (12t); Gloria Morgan
(141); Valerie Holmes & Miriam Spain  (15t); Alysia
Henighan, Helena White & Patricia Dukes (17t). If you
would like to be remembered by our parish community,
please sign the book in the back of church. Good
Samaritan Ministry.

WAYS TO OFFER YOUR TITHE
Donate via VENMO: @StRaymond-PenafortPhilly
Donate via CashAPP: $StRaymondPhilly
Text straymond to 833-363-7471 to use PushPay
Use the offering boxes in Church. Thank you!

Financial Facts
We thank those parishioners who, recognizing God’s
gifts to them, make their response in our weekly
collection. Your continued support is vital, necessary,
and deeply appreciated.

Sunday, February 25, 2024
Budgetary Goal: $13,500.00
Collection & Envelopes: $7,555.00
Electronic Giving: $6,034.00
Monthly Church Maintenance: $185.20
Rice Bowl: $644.00

School Appeal: $25.00

REST: $50.00

Easter Flowers: $115.00

Easter Offering: $51.00

Christmas Flowers: $10.00

Holy Land: $15.00

Social Ministry: $40.00

Total: $14,724.20
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In Need of Healing...
Poupak Bayat, Rhonda Beasley, Ethel Black, Patricia
Brockington, Ruth  Chamberlin-Grossman, Michelle
Connery, Gloria Crittenden, Marion Dunlap, Joann Evans,
Margaret ‘Peggy” Evans, Lonna Evans, lda Gowans,
Tyrone Harris, Carol Janerette, Stanley & Sherry Jones,
Patricia Laughlin, Towanda Mays, Deacon Edward
Purnell, Barry & Joann Quinn, Horace Reaves, Kelli Renn,
Lillian Scott, Jennifer Wright, Carolyn Wylie, Wendell
Wylie, Sarah Wylie and all those recovering from injuries
sustained in combat, those suffering from Alzheimer's
Disease, Diabetes, Cancer, AIDS, the Corona Virus and
Addictions.
Our Lady of Lourdes: Heal our Sick and Suffering

There will be a committee meeting THIS
Sunday, March 10", after 10am Mass in the
Sister Rosemary Room. If you are interested in
joining the St Raymond Event Committee,
please join us!

You can also use our Parish App for notes.
1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-
4,5,6 (1); Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

Inspiration from the Word & Homily Preached:

AMEN — AMEN — AMEN — AMEN — AMEN

Upcoming readings for March 16" & 17t%:
Ezekiel 37:12-14; Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (7);
Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45
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Geveration Grace

Do you have a child in grades 6th-8th? Please contact
Brandi to get them involved in our Middle School
Youth Ministry. Below is the schedule that was
created for the children. We would love to have all
our Middle School Kids involved. Brandi can be
contacted at brandi@saintraymond.net or 215-549-
3760.

THIS Sunday, 3/10-Tying Kickball to Bible Lessons

Saturday, 4/20 & Sunday, 4/21-Youth Ministry Bake
Sale After all Masses.

Sunday, 5/26-Caring for Friends Meal Preparation
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Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on
Easter, March 31st after 10am mass for ages 12
and under. We are asking for candy donations
(no peanuts) and plastic eggs. Please drop off in
the box in the back of the Church or the Church
Rectory during the week between 9:30am-
4:30pm. Your kindness is greatly appreciated!!

Holy Week Calendar

« Holy Thursday, 3/28: Mass of the Lord’s
Supper at 7pm

« Good Friday, 3/29: Service of the Lord’s
Passion at 3pm
oStations of the Cross at 7pm

« Decorating the Church for Easter
Saturday, 3/30 at 10am
(No 8am Morning Mass)

« Easter Vigil, 3/30 at 7pm
(No Spm Service)

« Easter Sunday, 3/31: 8am & 10am with
Easter Egg Hunt after 10am Mass

Wanted: Servers & Sacristans!

Attention, young people of St. Raymond’s!

We are in need of new altar servers — and we also wonder
whether any students or young parishioners would be
interested in being hired as sacristans.

Fr. Zlock and Deacon Bill will work with a few adults at
St. Raymond to mentor all applicants. They will pray
daily for them, observe how they do at Mass, encourage
them and offer advice when needed.

Jesus said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few.” If you aspire to be one of God’s
workers, please contact Brandi at 215-549-3760
or brandi@saintraymond.net

St. Raymond needs to fill 2 - 3 positions over the
coming months. The positions are in (1) Social
Service Outreach, (2) Sacramental
Preparation/Religious Education of our youth, and
(3) Director of Parish Finance and Accounting.

Fr. Zlock is looking for someone to lead this task.
This would include working with Parish Staff to
make adjustments to existing job descriptions,
posting the jobs on various media and job channels,
initial evaluations of any resumes received, initial
interviews and helping manage the process for final
interviews and hiring.

The work is important to fill positions that are
critical to running the parish. If interested, please
contact Fr. Zlock at 215-549-3761 (Ext 1) or
czlock@saintraymond.net.

021 Saint Raymond



- Tamika Nealy-Farmbry
El fan t (G-— Associate Broker #AB067622 | Company License #RB47086C

W' ah' k_p Team Lead of the DISCOUNT ON .
“nzanrons. Mevramiy G R BURIAL SPACE

Special Savings Offer for All Parish Members!

8039 Germantown Ave

Philadelphia, PA 19118 215-715-3806 (C)
215-247-3600 x273 (O) tamika@elfantwissahickon.com
215-242-5262 (F) Eltamikafarmbry

Advance Planning helps save families from
emotional and financial burdens at the time of death!

215 302 9356 HOLY SEPU LCHRE
e o C[MI.I[H'I’
P e n n Sy | V O n | O *Valid thru December 31, 2023. Valid on advance planning cemetery space purchases only in specific areas of the cemetery.
- & See location manager for details. Monthly payment is subject to down payment, interest rate and term. Minimum of 5%
b down payment required. Cannot be combined with other offers. Excludes prior purchases. Vault and Opening and Closing
required for Burial. Limit 10 cemetery spaces per family.
CatholicMatch.com/datePA PhiladelphiaCatholicCemeteries.com

+ American
" Red Cross

Make a Difference in Your Community

VOLU NTEER IN REMEMBRANCE OF SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

with the American Red Cross S A M |
STOP ASK MATCH INFORM

Ask #WHATSMYNAME BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE
OUR SPONSORS & OUR COMMUNITY

Join today at redcross.org/Volunteer

E Sponsors can offer ANYONE in the community, D i E
promotions, discoun “_ notonly Parishioners, can [y oy
and/or up-to-date con F A B E R access realtime offers
information to the fq%n their favorite sponsors
E ENTIRE community save, share & support
=

INCREASE YOUR VISIBILITY Mg”OfgsA'my
 Foundation
IN THE COMMUNITY -

United Together In The
Place Your Ad Here Fight Against Bullying...
to Support Our Parish! B E KINDNESS!

” Don't Just Teach Kindness...
www.MallorysArmy.com
CONTACT ME

(973) 440-8657
Wyatt Grove

info@mallorysarmy.org
It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

wegrove@jppc.net

(610) 212-9298

021 St. Raymond, Philadelphia (Rt. H) John Patrick Publishing Company, Inc. (800) 333-3166 « www.jppc.net
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