Saint Bernard
of Clairvaux
Parish
Rev. Alfred J. Lampron
Administrator

PARISH OFFICE:
446 Mount Hope Road • Wharton, NJ 07885
Main Office: (973)627-0066 • Fax: (973)627-3631
Peter Helmer, Administrative Assistant
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
INFANT BAPTISM
Kevin & Sandy Hayes

973-328-6552

GRADE SCHOOL & JR. HIGH SCHOOL
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sr. Thomasine Smith, S.C.C. 973-366-0184
MUSIC MINISTERS
Kathleen Carey

973-366-1703

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Joan Moran

973-366-4974

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Raymond Dean

973-366-5874

FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY
Collection every week
Lois Bateson

973-366-2066

PHYSICAL PLANT
Michael Hardy

973-366-8435

READERS
Marty Siebold

973-989-1240

USHERS

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Sunday: The Lord’s Day, Vigil Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Daily Mass, Monday - Saturday, 8:30 AM
RECONCILIATION
Confessions every Saturday, 4:00-4:30 PM and also
at parishioners’ convenience by appointment.
CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE
Arrangements are usually made one year in advance
to properly prepare for marriage. Contact the Parish
Office for an appointment.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Contact Parish Office for pastoral visits in the hospital or at home. Eucharist ministers are able to visit the
sick upon request. The Sacrament of the Sick can be
celebrated anytime there is a need.
PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration Forms are located in back of the church
or at the Parish Office. Please register so that we may
serve you better.
PARISH TRUSTEES
Cecile Cole
Raymond Dean

November 19, 2017 • Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

x

x

Sunday, November 19, 2017
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 Sr. Lorraine Gallagher O.P.
10:30 Helen Dunado
Monday, November 20, 2017
8:30 Sick Members of the Parish
Wednesday, November 22, 2017

Saint Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr
8:30 People of the Parish
Thursday, November 23, 2017
Thanksgiving Day
8:30 Clara Kroll
Friday, November 24, 2017

St. Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, and
Companions, Martyrs
8:30 Walter Pasuco
Saturday, November 25, 2017
St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin
and Martyr
8:30 Special Intention
5:00 Robert Seton Ryan
Sunday, November 26, 2017

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe
9:00 Helen Dunado
10:30 Herbert DaPrato

The inner word
What’s in your heart?

Trusting God comes easy for those who
do it often and prepares them for the most
difficult times.

x

How able am I to trust God and
follow the divine commands set
before me?
What are the outcomes when I try
to control or manipulate a
situation? What can I do to be more
trusting that all shall be well
without my interference?
What are my greatest fears? Do I
have the courage or desire to let
God help me through them?

November 19 2017
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson
Many years ago, the long gone “Saturday Evening Post”
magazine cover was a painting by the beloved Norman
Rockwell that showed a woman buying a Thanksgiving
turkey. The turkey was on the scales and the butcher
was standing behind the counter. The customer, a lady
of about sixty, stood watching the weigh-in. Each had a
pleased look, but a quick glance at the painting shows
nothing unusual going on. Then we look more closely at
the painting. Rockwell has shown us the hands of these
two people. The butcher is pressing down on the scales
with a thumb while the woman is pushing up with a
finger. Now both would resent being called thieves, but
neither saw anything wrong with a little deception.
That’s exactly the kind of behavior this weekend’s
Gospel is warning us against. At this time of the year
our liturgical calendar of the Mass Readings takes up
the serious matter of the Last Day. Yes, that’s a somber
note to mention just days before we lift our glasses with
thanks before eating the annual meal. But there is
certainly deep-seated joy in knowing that we have
nothing to fear when that Day comes if we have been
living true to Christ’s ways. And having done it with no
thumbs on the scale! We might like to ignore this facet
of the “good news” that is present in this gospel. But
that news comes amid the sad reality that human nature
has been flawed ever since Eden, where our first
ancestors failed a certain test. In addition, we can easily
forget that despite our talents, we are all creatures put
here on earth by our Creator. We each have a role in
the human enterprise. The catechism tells us we are
meant to know, love and serve this same Creator here
and to be happy with Him in the hereafter. Yes, He is
all-merciful, but He is also all-just. There has to be the
rendering of an account of how we plied our task.

An example may help clarify. You and I rightfully
expect a grade on our term paper from our professor, or
a paycheck from our employer. But they in turn expect
our work to be done. Wage earners also want a bonus
for overtime. In both cases, the operative word is
“justice.” So, as we mentally compile our list of reasons
to be grateful to God, first should be that somehow or
other we merited our creation from nothing. Second
place ought to go to the fact that we know from
Scripture that we have a Creator Who is both allmerciful as well as all-just. Meanwhile, we can be
mindful every day of that painting of the weigh-in at the
butcher’s.
A blessed and happy Thanksgiving to you and yours!
First Reading: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
The wife praised here represents a practical everyday
counterpart to the Wisdom so exalted in the earlier part
of this book.
Second Reading: I Thessalonians 5:1-6
The acceptance of the Word makes us all “children of
the light” both unafraid of the darkness, and “alert and
sober” in preparation for the Second Coming of the
Lord at the end of time.
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30, or 25:14-15, 19-21
A gem of a story, this parable at its roots is about urging
us to manage the Master’s goods responsibly in the light
of the coming Day of Judgement.

Bob Privitera, Angela Rios, Michael
Salagaj, Sister Thomasine Smith,
Frances Spilman, Ralph Sutton, Rob
Talmadge and Maureen Tuccio.
Prayers For our Deceased Loved Ones
The Book of the Dead is now located in front of
the Paschal Candle near the Ambo. You are
welcome to continue writing in the names of
deceased relatives and friends so that we can
pray for them, along with all deceased
parishioners, throughout the month of
November. We prayerfully remember all those
from our parish and those buried from St.
Bernard’s since November 2, 2016.
Ann J. Fetchik
Robert J. Davenport, Sr.
Mildred Stanulis
Helen Eileen Dunado
Helen M. Brown

November 17, 2016
January 13, 2017
April 12, 20017
September 19, 2017
October 23, 2017

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM O
LORD, AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT
SHINE UPON THEM. MAY THEY REST IN
PEACE. AMEN.

2017 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
In Giving, We Receive

As a community of believers, who trust in
God’s mercy, healing and strength, it is
our duty to pray for those who are ill and
infirm. The following parishioners or
family members of our parishioners are in
need of our prayers. We ask God to grant
health and peace to: Lois Bateson, Jean
Birrell, the Budwick family,Vincent
DePalma, Barbara Dietrick, Linda
Dosher, Kathryn Duch, Bernice Lawson,
Noah Lorencovitz, Sara Maloney, Cora
Oakley, Nancy Orkin, Kathy Philips,

This time of the year, as our nation
plans to celebrate Thanksgiving, let us
reflect on how we use all of the gifts
given to us by a loving God. Consider
showing your thanks for all your
blessings by making a gift to the 2017
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. As we are
reminded in this year’s Appeal theme In Giving, We Receive – your
participation not only impacts the lives
of tens of thousands of people in need,
but it benefits you as well. Please make
a pledge today! For your convenience,
you can make an online gift or pledge at
www.2017appeal.org.
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Women’s Advent Retreat the Joyful
Mystery of God-with-Us

Given by Sister Anita Constance, SC
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 9:30 -Coffee 10: 00 -- Program begins 12:00
-- Lunch --2:30 – Closing
Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
Motherhouse – entrance across from
the flag pole 2 Convent Road Convent
Station, New Jersey 07961 RSVP
November 28, 2017
lpechello@scnj.org Free will offering
Questions call Sister Maryanne Tracey,
SC - 973 290 5325

CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL
Next weekend we will take up the
Catholic Home Missions collection. Right
now, over 40 percent of dioceses in the
US are considered home missions
because they are unable to fund essential
pastoral work needed in their
communities. Your support of this appeal
helps ease the struggle of these dioceses.
Please prayerfully consider how you can

support this appeal. More information
can be found at www.usccb/homemissions.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
O God of all Creation: You have cared for the
earth, and have filled it with Your riches.
Abundance flows in Your steppes, through the
pastures and wilderness. You provide for our land,
softening it with showers, bathing it in light, and
blessing it with growth. The hills sing with joy; the
meadows are covered with flocks; the fields deck
themselves with wheat; and together they glorify
Your Name.
On this occasion of our Thanksgiving, we as a
nation take rest from our labors to consider Your
many blessings. We thank You for our freedoms,
and for the opportunity to contribute our skills, our
attributes and our values toward the good of society.
We thank You for the mixture of our cultures,
blending us into one people under God. Help us to
be a light unto other nations, and to further the
cause of freedom and justice all over the world.
We remember those who are less fortunate than we.
We lift up in prayer the victims of poverty and
racism, and all those who suffer from forms of
political and economic oppression. Let the word
that goes forth from our mouths speak of Your
Peace, and let us proclaim our hope in Christ as
Savior of all humankind.
We pray that You will bless all those who gather
here, as we have come to experience Your presence
among us. Give us Your guidance, O God, and
empower us for Your work. For we claim nothing
for ourselves, but return all honor and glory unto
You, and offer our thanks and praise. Amen.
From “Prayers for God’s People”
Thomas P. Roberts, editor
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You are invited to gather with other
parishioners for our celebration of
Eucharist this Thursday morning at
8:30 A.M. May the richness of God’s
abundant blessings be with you and your
loved ones on Thanksgiving Day and
always. As we express our gratitude to the
Lord for His great love and mercy, let us
continue to pray for all those who are
suffering throughout the world, those
recovering from recent natural disasters,
violent attacks on life, and especially those
who live each day with little or nothing to
eat.
Diocesan Christmas Concert
All are invited to join Bishop Serratelli and
the faithful of the diocese for our annual
Christmas Concert. It will take place the
afternoon of Sunday, December 3,
beginning at 4:00 P.M. The event will be
held in our diocesan Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist, Main and Grand Streets, in
Paterson
Immaculate Conception
The Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a
Holy Day of Obligation in the United
States, is celebrated on December 8. We
will have a Vigil Mass on Thursday,
December 7 at 5:00 P.M. and Eucharist will
be celebrated at 8:30 A.M. on Friday
morning, December 8, our usual time for
weekday Mass. St. Mary’s in Dover will
have a Vigil Mass at 7:00 P.M. on
December 7 and 7:00 A.M. and7:00 P.M.
on December 8. In the Constitution
Ineffabilis Deus of 8 December, 1854,
Pope Pius IX pronounced and defined that
the Blessed Virgin Mary “in the first
instance of her conception, by a singular

privilege and grace granted by God, in view
of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of
the human race, was preserved exempt
from all stain of original sin.” We gather to
honor Mary as patroness of our country, in
her Immaculate Conception, and pray,
through her intercession, for peace in our
own nation and throughout the world.
ADVENT GIVING TREE
Once again, our Advent Giving Tree gifts will be
sent to the women and men serving in the military.
The Season of Advent begins on Sunday,
December 3. Next weekend the tree will be up in
the vestibule with tags available listing appropriate
and needed items. Please take one or more and
return them no later than Sunday, December 17.
Please note that all the gifts and donations from
our parish will be picked up at noon on the 17th.
Monetary donations can be made so that phone
cards, to be used in other countries, can be
purchased at Picatinny. You can give us cash or a
check made out to Saint Bernard Church for
purchase of the phone cards. Thank you for your
generosity in bringing joy to our dedicated troops.
We also pray for their safety and for peace during
the Holy Season of the Lord’s birth and always.

Reading Materials for Advent, 2017
The popular Little Blue Books from the
Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan, will be
available on the credenza in the
vestibule, beginning next weekend. They
contain daily reflections based on the
Infancy Narrative of Matthew’s Gospel.
Please take one to use in prayer at this
special time of the year. Once again,
copies of The Word Among Us, with the
daily readings and meditations from
Sunday, December 3 until Sunday,
December 31, are also available.
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Independently Owned

Established 1905

Bermingham Funeral Home, Inc.

216 South Main Street
Wharton, NJ 07885
(973) 366-0520

Stephen A. Christie
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4313

www.BerminghamFH.com

Help seniors remain independent!
Join Skylands RSVP
Volunteers provide a variety of programs;
Friendly Visiting, Exercise and Wellness
and Medicare Counseling

CALL 973-784-4900
to join the team!

Donate Your Car Or
Other Vehicle To

Catholic Charities Paterson
CALL 1-855-670-GIVE (4483)

Robert E. Kanapaux, MANAGER
NJ Lic. No. 3215

Melissa A. Kanapaux, DIRECTOR
NJ Lic. No. 4523

20 Keller Ave., Rockaway, NJ 07866

973-627-0075

www.RockawayFuneral.com

Wedding
Invitations

&
Holiday Cards
Log Onto

www.jppc.net

conveniently from your home or office.
Online Catalog • Online Ordering • Online Proofing

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!

BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY!

SHOPL
LOCA

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact us today to get
a free analysis to see if we can help Save you money with your
monthly payments on your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail,
Office Building, Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as 45
days! Four season customer service is our top priority.

Call us today 215-586-1575 or 267-251-0341
3900 City Avenue, Suite 107 • Philadelphia, PA 19131

CHURCH BULLETIN ADVERTISING

DOES YOUR • Establish a relationship?
• Earn referrals?
ADVERTISING • Capture repeat business?

• Build a friendship?
• Generate a testimony?

This happens for thousands every day with church bulletin advertising!
The constant visual presence your business needs to succeed.

Jp

Community
support worthy
of patronizing!

©iStock.com/JohnPatrickPublishing

Patronize the Advertisers who
make this bulletin possible!

www.duqfunding.com

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

F A M I L I A R • T R U S T E D • P R O V E N E F F E C T I V E . . . NOW THAT’S ADVERTISING!

1.800.333.3166 ext.161 | www.JPPC.net
588 St. Bernard, Wharton, NJ (back) UPS

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

