Saint Bernard
of Clairvaux
Parish
Rev. Alfred J. Lampron
Administrator

PARISH OFFICE:
446 Mount Hope Road • Wharton, NJ 07885
Main Office: (973)627-0066 • Fax: (973)627-3631
Peter Helmer, Administrative Assistant
Parish Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
INFANT BAPTISM
Kevin & Sandy Hayes

973-328-6552

GRADE SCHOOL & JR. HIGH SCHOOL
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sr. Thomasine Smith, S.C.C. 973-366-0184
MUSIC MINISTERS
Kathleen Carey

973-366-1703

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Joan Moran

973-366-4974

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Raymond Dean

973-366-5874

FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY
Collection every week
Lois Bateson

973-366-2066

PHYSICAL PLANT
Michael Hardy

973-366-8435

READERS
Marty Siebold

973-989-1240

USHERS

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
Sunday: The Lord’s Day, Vigil Saturday: 5:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Daily Mass, Monday - Saturday, 8:30 AM
RECONCILIATION
Confessions every Saturday, 4:00-4:30 PM and also
at parishioners’ convenience by appointment.
CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE
Arrangements are usually made one year in advance
to properly prepare for marriage. Contact the Parish
Office for an appointment.
PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK
Contact Parish Office for pastoral visits in the hospital or at home. Eucharist ministers are able to visit the
sick upon request. The Sacrament of the Sick can be
celebrated anytime there is a need.
PARISH REGISTRATION
Registration Forms are located in back of the church
or at the Parish Office. Please register so that we may
serve you better.
PARISH TRUSTEES
Cecile Cole
Raymond Dean
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Third Sunday of Advent
9:00 Betsy Moltane
10:30 Helen Dunado
Monday, December 18, 2017
8:30 Joey DeFeo
Wednesday, December 20, 2017
8:30 Msgr. Eugene McQuaid
Thursday, December 21, 2017
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of
the Church
8:30 Mary Jane Park
Friday, December 22, 2017
8:30 Intentions of Delores Soriano
Saturday, December 23, 2017
8:30 Helen & Al Colangelo
5:00 Victoria Salguero
Sunday, December 24, 2017

Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 Herbert DaPrato
10:30 Al Ingenito
5:00 Intentions of all our Parishioners

The inner word
What’s in your heart?
Some joy creeps into the readings this week. We are
closer to the moment of Incarnation when God takes on
a human identity, becomes flesh, and dwells among us.
God becoming human casts new light on our own
identity. We see both Isaiah and John the Baptist
wrestling with questions of identity. It’s an opportunity
to check in on our own sense of identity. Set aside some
time to reflect on the following questions:
x Before discovering our true identity it’s
necessary to wade through “lies” we’ve been
told about who we are from early on. What lies

x

x

about my own identity linger in my heart,
blocking knowledge of my identity as a beloved
child of God?
When pressed as to his own identity, John the
Baptist says he is a voice. That’s an interesting
way to describe himself. How would I describe
myself? As a voice? A heart? An ear? An open
hand? An iron fist? A backbone?
Both Isaiah and John the Baptist lay claim to
having been “sent” by God. In what way do I
feel sent? To do what? To be what? Am I living
my true and intended identity?
In this season of darkness John testifies to the
light. How might I testify to the light in my
words and in my deeds? Where can I point to
the light of Christ radiant in our life as a
community?
Saint Paul urges that people “test everything”
and keep what is good. How open am I to
testing new ideas? How confident am I that I
know what is worth keeping or worth tossing?

December 17, 2017
Third Sunday of Advent
Reflection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The season of “Friday Night Lights” is just about
over. The term describes the necessary
ingredient for high school and college football
games or soccer games at all levels that take
place each Autumn as nature shortens the
daylight hours. Fans of the game are delighted
to see their teams go at it without interference
from nature’s timetable.
As we come to the second half of the fastmoving season of Advent, the liturgical focus
shifts from the awesome Second Coming of
Christ back to the more familiar and quieter First
Coming of Christ at Bethlehem long ago and far
away. In many ways, it’s all about lights for
Fridays and forever.
We know that the first Christmas had
contradictory elements in it. Truly, we have a
spectacular lighting: both the overhead star and
angelic choirs in the sky making their
announcement about the birth of the Babe. But
at the same time the earthbound setting couldn’t
be more ordinary: a dim stable cave and a
manger of rough straw for the Child’s first

crib. The only interior light most likely came
from a lone lantern and a small fire for warmth.
The Holy Spirit knew that this scene needed an
interpreter for future readers of the story to
translate the facts into meaning. That came later
as the task of St. John the Baptist. He is that
well-known “Man of Advent.” He “testifies to
the light shining on Jesus,” never confusing it
with any light aimed at himself. Moreover,
John, in humility, orders his many followers to
“make straight the way of the Lord” so that they
will meet the real Messiah: Jesus the Christ.
That same advice about clearing up the drab
detours, poorly lit at that, which we have taken
from the straight and narrow path that leads to
the Lord. If we’re honest with ourselves, we’ve
lowered the lights, as it were, on Christ’s way
forward so that we might slide backwards. We
don’t always rush to clear away the obstructions
to a straightaway. We actually side with Satan
for a while, even if we might never admit it so
bluntly. Happily, that need not be the end of our
stories.
There is no need to be discouraged or stay frozen
in place. We just have to open that confessional
door and walk in to begin again. After that
comes another walk up the church aisle for the
happy reunion of a holy communion.
The moon shines in the December sky because
of reflected light from the sun. Without that
reflected light, the moon would become lost in
the darkness of space.
The believer in Christ shines only because of the
reflection of Christ’s light. Without that
reflected light, the believer becomes lost in the
darkness of the world and sin. What a grace it is
that He finds us!
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
The opening verses here were read aloud by
Jesus one day in the synagogue to announce
Himself as the Messiah. It almost got Him
killed. For the prophet it was his own
inauguration. He rejoices in the union between
Jerusalem and Yahweh.
Second Reading: I Thessalonians 5:16-24
This letter is the earliest written book in the New
Testament. In it Paul gives a list of instructions
for behavior, and also writes that joy is the fruit
of the Spirit.

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
The passage describes John the Baptist’s
role. While he is not the messiah, he witnesses
to him. John asserts his true role as “a voice
crying in the desert.”

As a community of believers, who trust in
God’s mercy, healing and strength, it is our
duty to pray for those who are ill and
infirm. The following parishioners or family
members of our parishioners are in need of
our prayers. We ask God to grant health
and peace to: Lois Bateson, Jean Birrell,
the Budwick family, Vincent DePalma,
Barbara Dietrick, Linda Dosher, Kathryn
Duch, Bernice Lawson, Noah Lorencovitz,
Sara Maloney, Cora Oakley, Nancy
Orkin, Kathy Philips, Bob Privitera,
Angela Rios, Michael Salagaj, Sister
Thomasine Smith, Frances Spilman, Ralph
Sutton, Rob Talmadge and Maureen
Tuccio.

First Friday Adoration
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RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Religious give thanks. A religious sister writes,
“When we see the generous response of so
many thousands of persons I order to help us,
religious men and women, we are left
speechless.” Senior sisters, brothers, and

religious order priests across the country send
heartfelt thanks and prayers for your donation
to last week’s Retirement Fund for Religious
collection.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24, 2017

5:00 P.M.
Christmas Day, Monday, December 25, 2017

2017 Bishop’s Annual Appeal
As of December 5, sixty-four donors have
pledged $14,570.00 to this year’s
Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Our parish goal
is $7,800.00. Thank you for your
generosity in supporting our Diocesan
Catholic Charities agencies, seminarian
education, Catholic schools, and the
upkeep of our priests’ retirement
residence. Our parish will also benefit
from your pledges with a rebate of half
the amount over our goal. It is not too
late to participate. Some of you may have
recently received a second request letter
for Bishop Serratelli. Pledge cards are
also available in the church or at the
rectory.
RACHEL’S VINEYARD
Rachel’s Vineyard is a safe place to renew,
rebuild, and redeem hearts broken by
abortion. Weekend retreats offer a
supportive, confidential, and nonjudgmental environment where women and
men can express, release, and reconcile
painful post-abortive emotions and begin
the process of restoration, renewal, and
healing. A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat will be
held from Friday evening, January 26
through Sunday afternoon, January 28, 2018
in the Stirling area. To register or for more
information, contact Marie at (973) 3771004, ext. 425. All calls will be held in
strictest confidence.

9:00 A.M. and 10:30 A.M.
New Year’s Day, Monday, January 1, 2018

8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M.
RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE

Advent Communal Penance Service
Tuesday, December 19, 2017 at 7:00 P.M.
(The Service will take place at St. Mary’s,
Dover)

Individual Confessions
Monday, December 18, 2017
9:30-10:00 A.M. and 7:00-8:00 P.M.
Saturday, December 23, 2017
4:00-4:30 P.M.
You can also call the rectory to set up an
appointment.

Advent Reconciliation Service
As faithful Catholics, our preparation for the
Solemnity of Christmas should always include
the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance.
We should never neglect taking time to
encounter our compassionate and forgiving
God in this wonderful Sacrament. We desire
God’s embrace of mercy for ourselves so that
we will be more open and ready to forgive
others, that all may know the true peace that
comes from Jesus, our Emmanuel. As a parish,
we will join with the people of St. Mary’s,
Dover for a Communal Reconciliation Service
to be held at Saint Mary’s this Tuesday,
December 19th at 7:00p.m. I invite you to
come as a family to spend some time in prayer
and to be renewed in God’s love. Other times
for individual confessions will be listed on the
Christmas Schedule you will receive in the
mail and in future bulletins.

The Bells of Christmas
As we return to singing the Gloria, our great
hymn of praise to God, at our Christmas
Masses, may our singing be vigorous and
joyful. As we celebrate the birth of Christ
and the gift of His peace on earth, we add the
sound of bells to our voices. Children (of all
ages) are invited to bring bells to church on
Christmas and ring them during our singing
of the Glory to God.

Christmas Bread
Polish/Slovak Oplatki, the traditional Christmas
wafers, is available in the sacristy or at the
rectory. The name Oplatki is taken from the
Latin Oblatum meaning Holy Bread. Those who
share in this custom are invited to take what you
need. Donations will be accepted.

Reminder
During the winter months, when we can
experience snow and ice, we need to give extra
attention to protecting the hardwood floor in our
church. Please be sure to wipe your feet on the
mat in the vestibule or the rug as you enter the
church. It is important that we try to keep the
floor dry and free of ice melt and dirty snow that
can easily be tracked into the church.

It's Time for a Spiritual Audit!
In virtually every aspect of Life, corporate,
athletic, education etc., there is a constant
evaluation process to measure growth and
improvement. Now is a good time to assess
our spiritual progress. Have we made a difference? If God were totally our "faith in action" would He be pleased with what we have
done (or failed to do)?
Evils plague our society, such as abortion,
pornography "comprehensive sex" education,
tax funding of Planned Parenthood, and other
anti-God, anti-life and anti-family issues.
As Christians, we know that the Bible
commands us to be active in serving God.
Service is an action word, so we know that we

cannot serve God by sitting on the sidelines,
or being a "fence sitter". Are we as Catholics
influencing our world, or is today's relativism
and secularism influencing us much more?
Are we setting an example to the next
generation to protect marriage and to defend
life, from conception until natural death, or are
we just "passively" pro-life? Do we speak up
when in a position to defend innocent life? Do
we hold our elected representatives
accountable?
Obviously, we cannot do it all, but we can
certainly do something! Literally, thousands of
lives are at stake each and every day. If we do
nothing we collude with the pro-aborts, the
purveyor of pornography and those that wish
to remove God from society. By doing nothing,
we reap what they sow!
''Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought
to do and doesn't do it, sins" James 4:17

SISTERS AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Give a gift to support the work of U.S.
Catholic Sisters Against Human
Trafficking, P. O. Box 25241,
Philadelphia, PA 19119 Visit:
sistersagainsttrafficking.org

Tessa* is a stay-at-home mom of five children
without medical insurance. She applied for the
insurance with the help of Catholic Charities. It’s
a work in progress, but she appreciates the case
manager’s dedication. Tessa’s children received
dental insurance and emergency medical care in
less than two weeks. Tessa says, “the case
managers are very helpful; sometimes people
don’t know where to go. I got help as soon as I
got here.” Catholic Charities is dedicated to
helping people access the medical care they
need.
Catholic Charities agencies assisted 12,528
children in 2014 to enroll in the Children’s Health
Insurance Program.

Independently Owned

Established 1905

Bermingham Funeral Home, Inc.

216 South Main Street
Wharton, NJ 07885
(973) 366-0520

Stephen A. Christie
Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4313

www.BerminghamFH.com

Help seniors remain independent!
Join Skylands RSVP
Volunteers provide a variety of programs;
Friendly Visiting, Exercise and Wellness
and Medicare Counseling

CALL 973-784-4900
to join the team!

Donate Your Car Or
Other Vehicle To

Catholic Charities Paterson
CALL 1-855-670-GIVE (4483)

Robert E. Kanapaux, MANAGER
NJ Lic. No. 3215

Melissa A. Kanapaux, DIRECTOR
NJ Lic. No. 4523

20 Keller Ave., Rockaway, NJ 07866

973-627-0075

www.RockawayFuneral.com

Wedding
Invitations

&
Holiday Cards
Log Onto

www.jppc.net

conveniently from your home or office.
Online Catalog • Online Ordering • Online Proofing

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!

BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY!

SHOPL
LOCA

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact us today to get
a free analysis to see if we can help Save you money with your
monthly payments on your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail,
Office Building, Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as 45
days! Four season customer service is our top priority.

Call us today 215-586-1575 or 267-251-0341
3900 City Avenue, Suite 107 • Philadelphia, PA 19131
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