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Baptized in Jesus, we the parishioners of St. Paul respond to the call
of Christ. Loving God, praying with one another, especially through
the Mass and the Sacraments. Proclaiming and sharing our Faith
and Mission in Jesus Christ. Assisting those in need by seeing
Christ present in each person. Creating unity through Christ by
nourishing, empowering, and involving one another. Teaching the
message of Christ to all by word and by daily personal witness. May
God bless us, placing our efforts in hands greater than our own.

Rev. Harry E. McCreedy ~ Pastor
Deacon Matthew J. Hrobak ~ Permanent Deacon
Sister Rosellen Bracken, RSM ~ Services Ministry
Mary Rose Edmonds ~ Business Manager
Meg Farrell ~ Director of Religious Education
Patty Petrosky ~ Administrative Assistant
Visit Our Parish Website:
stpaulcatholicchurcheastnorriton.net
Our bulletin can also be viewed online

MASSES:
Sundays: 8:30 AM & 10:30 AM
(5:30 PM Vigil on Saturday)
Monday—Saturday: 8:00 AM
Holydays: 7:00 PM Vigil, 8:00 AM & 12 Noon
(unless otherwise noted in the bulletin)
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
Saturdays: 4:15 PM—5:00 PM
RECTORY:
610.279.6725
2007 New Hope Street, East Norriton, PA 19401
email: stpaulparish.eastnorriton@gmail.com
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday—Friday: 9:00 AM—12:00 PM *
1:00 PM—4:00 PM
* Office closed from 12:00 PM—1:00 PM for lunch
Evenings & Weekends: by appointment
SCHOOL:
Holy Rosary Regional School
Office
610.825.0160
3040 Walton Road, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM:
Meg Farrell
610.279.6725 (Monday—Wednesday)
email: stpaulreligiouseducationdept@gmail.com

BAPTISMS are celebrated on the second and fourth
Sunday of each month at 12:15 PM. Parents are required to attend the pre-Baptism class called PreJordan sometime before the child is born. The godparents’ letters of eligibility should be brought to this
class. After attending the class and presenting the
eligibility letters a date can be set for the Baptism by
calling the Rectory.
WEDDING arrangements must be made in person at
the Rectory at least six months in advance. All couples must attend the archdiocesan sponsored PreCana Program. For info: http://phillycatholiclife.org/
marriage-and-family/preparing-for-marriage.
THE SICK and permanently homebound are encouraged to receive communion regularly at home. Eucharistic ministers are available, please contact Sr.
Rosellen Bracken at 610.277.0827. Hospitalized parishioners are encouraged to receive the sacraments
from the Catholic chaplains assigned to all hospitals.
Urgent requests for anointing of the sick at home are
accepted at anytime - call the Rectory.
TO BE A PARISHIONER one must be registered
and living within the parish boundaries. Call the Rectory to make an appointment to register or see the
pastor in church after Sunday Mass. We cannot issue letters of eligibility or references if one is not formally registered. Registered parishioners are requested to notify the Rectory if they are changing
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SAINT PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH, EAST NORRITON
EXPOSITION OF THE
BLESSED SACRAMENT
EVERY FRIDAY FROM
8:00 AM MASS UNTIL 3:30 PM

C LASS OF PREPARATION FOR BAPTISM
Should be attended prior to the birth of the child. The Godparents’ letters of eligibility are to be brought to this class.
The class is held in the Rectory Meeting Room adjacent to
the Rectory garages (ground level entrance). The next
classes are March 17th and May 19th at 11:30 AM. Call
the Rectory at 610.279.6725 to make a reservation to attend. A date for Baptism cannot be set until the class is
attended and the godparents’ letters of eligibility have
been submitted.

St. Paul's Bible Study meets every Wednesday, 7:30 PM—
9:00 PM, in the Rectory Meeng Room. Join us to get a
preview of the Sunday readings while learning how to get
the most out of your Bible. Please contact Lucy Boardway, lucyboardway@gmail.com / 610-246-5535 or Maria
Sacco, mrsgas.sacco@gmail.com / 610-275-7194. Everyone is always welcome!

MORE BIBLE STUDY NEWS
Announcing a Biblical Pilgrimage of Christ’s Passion...
This Lent, take a Biblical Pilgrimage through the last hours
of Christ’s life. No Greater Love, a video-based study
filmed in the Holy Land, allows you to walk step-by-step
with Christ from the Garden of Gethsemane to Calvary. It
provides the Biblical and historical background for the
scenes and symbols of Christ’s passion. With others at
Saint Paul’s, you are sure to draw closer to Jesus than ever
before.
The video series with discussion will be presented in the
Rectory Meeting Room, Wednesdays March 13—April 10,
7:30 PM—9:00 PM. It is also possible to study on your own
by viewing the videos online. The cost is $25 for the book,
workbook, and online access; $15 for the book alone. Register by March 4 by contacting Lucy Boardway at 610-2465535 or lucyboardway@gmail.com.

Looking for local Catholic news? It’s as easy as email—
sign up for the free, twice-weekly email newsletter. The
official news website of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
Sign up at CatholicPhilly.com/newsletter.
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THIS WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH
THE CHURCH CELEBRATES THE FEAST OF
SAINTS FRANCISCO AND JACINTA MARTO,
THE TWO YOUNGEST NON-MARTYR SAINTS IN THE CHURCH
… A DAY TO PRAY THAT NO CHILD WILL BE DETERRED FROM
GROWTH IN OUR FAITH BY THE WEAKNESS OF FAITH IN THE LIVES
OF THOSE AROUND THEM… AND TO PRAY THAT ALL CHILDREN OF
GOD, NO MATTER THEIR AGE, WILL GROW IN GREATER INTIMACY
WITH JESUS THROUGH MARY AND THE CHURCH.

~ Our Lady’s Apparitions at Fatima ~
The year 2019 marks the 102nd anniversary of the apparitions of
Our Lady to the three shepherd children at Fatima, Portugal, where
the Blessed Mother appeared once each month from May 12 until
October 13, 1917. The message of Fatima highlights many central
truths and devotions of the Catholic faith: the Trinity, the Eucharist,
penance, the Rosary and sacrifices for the conversion of sinners.
There is special emphasis on the Immaculate Heart of Mary, which
is a refuge of maternal love for us all and a sure path that leads us
to God. In the end, Mary’s Immaculate Heart will triumph because
Mary is full of God’s grace and is all pure. She has the heart of a
mother who cares for her children and wishes them to be saved by
her divine Son, Jesus.
The Fatima apparitions began with the tree apparitions of the Angel of Peace (also called the Angel of Portugal) in 1916 and extended beyond 1917 with subsequent apparitions given to Sister
Lucia dos Santos in Pontevedra, Spain (1925—1927) and Tuy,
Spain (1929).
Fatima is one of the most significant of all Marian apparitions.
Along with Guadalupe (Dec. 12) and Lourdes (Feb. 11), it is one of
three Marian apparitions honored with a feast day. In 2002, Pope
St. John Paul II added the May 13 feast of Our Lady of Fatima to
the general Roman calendar. May 13 was the day of the first Fatima apparition of 1917, and May 13, 1981, was the day when St.
John Paul II survived an attempt on his life in St. Peter’s Square.
John Paul II credited his survival to the intervention of Our Lady of
Fatima. The assassin’s bullet that narrowly missed killing the pope
now is inserted in a crown of Our Lady housed at the Fatima
shrine. Fatima is also linked with the collapse of Russian communism more than 25 years ago. It is estimated that some 4—5
million people visit Fatima each year. Our Lady of Fatima, pray for
us!

Saint Francisco Marto
June 11, 1908—April 4, 1919
Francisco was 9 years old at the time of the apparitions, during which he saw the Blessed Mother but
could not hear what she was saying. Described in
Lucia’s memoirs as a musically gifted boy, pensive
and easygoing, Francisco chose to “console Jesus
for the sins of the world” in private prayer following
the apparitions. He fell ill during an influenza outbreak just one year after the apparitions at Fatima,
and he embraced his suffering, reciting the Rosary
daily as instructed by Our Lady. He received his first holy Communion on his deathbed. In her memoirs, Sister Lucia wrote, “He
flew away to heaven in the arms of our Heavenly Mother.” He was
beatified by Pope St. John Paul II in Fatima on May 12, 2000. At
his beatification, our Holy Father exalted Francisco as the Consoler
of the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus and held him up as an exemplar
of devotion to Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament. With his sister, Jacinta, he was canonized a saint on May 13, 2017 by our present Holy Father, Pope Francis. This year is the centennial of his
death. It is said that Our Lady came to him on his deathbed in his
home in Aljustrel showing him a bright light. Witnesses said he
smiled, closed his eyes and gently left our world for the company of
Jesus and Mary whom he loved so much.
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S aint Jacinta Marto
March 11, 1910—February 20, 1920
Jacinta was just 7 at the time of the apparitions.
After seeing the vision of hell, the young girl dedicated herself to praying for the salvation of
souls. She refused water during the hot summer. Like her brother, Francisco, Jacinta fell ill
with influenza, but her suffering was even greater than his. She underwent surgery and several
other minor procedures in order to try to save her
life. Her pain was offered for the conversion of
sinners. She suffered from pneumonia and tuberculosis, which
forced her hospitalization, during which she was visited by the
Blessed Mother three more times. The hospital chaplain refused
to give her Communion, saying he would return the following day,
but she died shortly after. She was beatified on the same day as
her brother, May 13, 2000, by Pope St. John Paul II and canonized on May 13, 2017 by Pope Francis.
When St. John Paul II beatified Francisco and Jacinta, he directed
that their feasts be observed on the same day, the date of little
Jacinta’s death, February 20th. In establishing their feast, he noted that often Francisco’s feast day (April 4th) would occur during
either Holy Week or Easter week (during which no other feasts
are commemorated). To avoid this, he thought it most fitting to
celebrate the little brother and sister shepherds’ memorial on the
same day.

Lucia dos Santos
March 28, 1907—February 13, 2005
The oldest of the three visionaries of Fatima,
Lucia was the youngest of seven brothers and
sisters. She received harsh criticism after telling
family and friends about the visitations, so much
so that she was reluctant to return to the Cova
da Iria on July 13, 1917. The other seers convinced her to go back. Following the deaths of
her cousins, at 14 years old, she was sent to the
Dorothean Sisters of Villar and in 1928 became
a sister of St. Dorothy. In 1946, she entered the convent of the
Carmelite Sisters of Coimbra and was known as Sister Maria Lucia of the Immaculate Heart. She was visited by Mary on several
more occasions. Following her death in 2005 at the age of 97,
Pope Benedict XVI in 2008 waived the normal five-year waiting
period before the start of a canonization cause.
The apparitions of the Blessed Mother of 1917 took place at the
Cova da Iria (Cover of Peace) over a holm oak tree in the small
village of Fatima, Portugal, a few miles from the children’s home
in Aljustrel. The village was named Fatima after a young Muslim
woman captured by the Portuguese following a military victory
over the Muslims in 1158. Fatima became a Catholic and married
one of the Portuguese knights named Goncalo Hermingues. Unfortunately, she died soon after her wedding. Heartbroken, Goncalo eventually entered a monastery. He did, though, have a
small chapel built over the site where his young bride’s body was
buried. This site came to be known as Fatima.
Today, there is not only the Chapel of the Apparitions at Fatima,
but also the Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary (completed in
1953), where the tombs of Saint Francisco, Saint Jacinta and Sister Lucia are located. There is also the larger and more modern
Basilica of the Most Holy Trinity, which was completed in 2007.
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THIS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND
THE FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER, APOSTLE
This feast of the Chair of Saint Peter dates back to the fourth century in
Rome. It commemorates Peter’s confession of faith: “You are the Messiah, The Son of God,” (Matthew 16:16). It also recalls the promises of
Jesus to Peter that his faith would be firm and that he would be a rock
foundation that would survive the death of Jesus and all attempts to
destroy what Jesus founded.
This promise of Jesus gives the Church boundless confidence in God
as she carries out her mission of building up His kingdom. Peter grew
in understanding of his authority and the unique grace given to him, as
well as his responsibility to be a pillar of unity, faith and love. The Acts
of the Apostles shows the beginning of an understanding of the Petrine
charism in the new community of God’s people.

Pope Saint Leo the Great said in a sermon: “Out of the whole world,
one man, Peter, is chosen to preside at the calling of all nations, and to
be set over all the apostles and all the fathers of the Church. Though
there are in God’s people many bishops and many shepherds, Peter is
thus appointed to rule in his person those whom Christ also rules as
original ruler. Beloved, how great and wonderful is this sharing in his
power that God has in his goodness given to this man.” (2nd Reading,
Liturgy of the Hours).
St. Leo continued to explain that on the strong foundation of Peter’s
faith Jesus “will build up an enduring temple.” We celebrate more today than just the primacy of St. Peter. The Church through Peter is
entrusted with an awesome responsibility, namely, the salvation of all
people. Firm and unerring faith, and an authoritative symbol of external strength and stability has marked the office of Peter and his successors.
Already in the second century a certain primacy of honor was given to
the Bishop of Rome and the Church of Rome. An important witness is
St. Irenaeus, who was bishop in Southern Gaul (France). “He had
respect for the Church of Rome because of its more efficient leadership, all Churches must agree, that is to say, the faithful of all places,
because in it the apostolic tradition has been preserved by the (faithful)
of all places.”
In the third through the fifth centuries a claim to primacy becomes more
clear, without serious challenges to the claim, Pope Damasus I (364384) and more strongly his successor, Siricius (384-399) claimed primacy over the other Churches in both doctrinal and disciplinary matters. With Pope St. Leo the Great (461-468) in the fifth century it becomes more precise by his action / intervention in the Christological
controversies and by his teaching with respect to his office. His influential teaching determined the latter course of the papacy.
In the same sermon just mentioned, St. Leo said: “The authority vested in this power (the power to bind and loose) passed also to the other
apostles, and the institution established by this decree has been continued in all the leaders of the Church. But it is not without good reason that what is bestowed on all is entrusted to one. For Peter received it separately in trust because he is the prototype set before all
the rulers of the Church.”
In honoring St. Peter today and praying for his intercession that
“nothing divide or weaken our unity in faith and love.” (Opening Prayer)
we express our confidence and trust in the promise of Jesus that his
Church will perdure and that the Petrine office will continue to serve all
of God’s people; that it will continue to be a blessing of the new covenant. The papacy, even with its human faults, has been and will be
with God’s support, the stable rock that will keep us “true to the faith”
taught by Saint Peter and the apostles and their successors, and will
“bring us to God’s eternal kingdom.” (Prayer over the Gifts).
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TESTIMONIES OF BENEFICIARIES OF
THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
I find it very endearing that my life has truly come full circle.
As a newborn, I was adopted through Catholic Social Services of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Everything I have
been through led me to where I am right now – principal of St.
Katherine Day School.

M., F. 18

The students at St. Katharine Day School range from ages
5—21 years old with an I.Q. below 70. The main campus,
located in Wynnewood, offers a program for students with
multiple impairments, as well as a life skills program, which
includes functional academics. The high school program, located at Archbishop John Carroll High School, offers a life
skills program including functional academics and vocational
training. Our students are here because we provide a special
education for them that a regular school can’t provide. We
have occupational therapists, physical therapists, personal
care assistants and speech therapy. The parents choose this
school so that we can provide these services to their children.

W ., F. 20 ~ S  F   
J   M 

Many of our parents are single moms who have to work two
jobs to afford tuition. The Catholic Charities Appeal helps offset the cost of tuition which is a huge help to our families. All
83 children who attend this school are supported by the CCA.
The Appeal is really giving them hope, hope that their child
can one day become an independent adult, and the best person they can be.
Lauren Bell ~ Principal, St. Katherine Day School
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My daughter Madeline is six and she identifies as deaf. She
was diagnosed with hearing loss at birth. Maddy was at another school for a while, and then I found Archbishop Ryan
Academy for the Deaf. Within a week, I saw a major difference in her. I just love it here; I see a huge change in her attitude, her speech, her language and just her everyday letters
and reading.
Being a parent of a special needs child is so hard, especially
making such important decisions. Being here is a reminder
that I did make the right choice for my daughter.
The education at this school is the best, and knowing she is
receiving a Catholic education is really important to me. Without the Catholic Charities Appeal, we wouldn’t be able to afford this education for our daughter. As parents we want to
give our children the best of everything, and all of the help
really makes a difference.
Maddie is a firecracker—she loves art, music, dancing, reading and playing hockey. She loves Archbishop Ryan Academy for the Deaf. This school gives me hope that she will be
able to succeed and do what she really wants to do in life.
Colleen ~ parent, Archbishop Ryan Academy for the Deaf
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PLEASE GIVE TO THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL
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OUR TITHING REPORT
On the second weekend of February last year $6362.00
was contributed. THIS YEAR $6765.00 WAS OFFERED.

Man Up Philly 2019
Catholic Men's Conference
March 9, 2019, 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Now in its 11th year Man Up Philly Men's
Spirituality Conference seeks to encourage
men to be better fathers, husbands, brothers, and Catholics through enlightening
and energizing talks, prayer, Eucharistic
adoration, along with the reception of Reconciliation and the Holy Eucharist.
Location: Neumann University Mirenda Center 1 Neumann Way, Aston PA 19014
Speakers include: Eagle star Ron Jaworski, Matthew
Kelly, Evangelist Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, Irish tenor
Mark Forrest. Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Timothy
Senior.
For more information or to register visit our
website - www.manupphilly.com
Reservation forms are also available on the tables at the
doors of our church.

THE RECTORY OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED TOMORROW,
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18TH!
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Wedding Invitations

Commercial Rates are at an All Time Low. Contact us today to get
a free analysis to see if we can help Save you money with your
monthly payments on your commercial property. Multi-Family, Retail,
Office Building, Apartment and Condos. Can close in as little as 45
days! Four season customer service is our top priority.

Call us today 215-586-1575 or 267-251-0341

www.duqfunding.com
3900 City Avenue, Suite 107 • Philadelphia, PA 19131

Holiday Cards

Log onto www.JPPC.net

conveniently from your home or office.
ONLINE CATALOG - ONLINE ORDERING - ONLINE PROOFING
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!
SHIPPING

BUILD YOUR COMMUNITY!

SHOPL
LOCA
Patronize the
Advertisers who make
this bulletin possible!

CHURCH BULLETIN ADVERTISING
DOES YOUR
ADVERTISING

• Establish a relationship?
• Build a friendship?
• Earn referrals?
• Generate a testimony?
• Capture repeat business?

This happens for thousands every day with church bulletin advertising!
The constant visual presence your business needs to succeed.

Jp

Community
support worthy
of patronizing!

©iStock.com/JohnPatrickPublishing

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161
www.jppc.net

JOHN PATRICK
publishing company, inc.

F A M I L I A R • T R U S T E D • P R O V E N E F F E C T I V E . . . NOW THAT’S ADVERTISING!

1.800.333.3166 ext.161 | www.JPPC.net
192 St. Paul, Norristown, PA (I)

John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

John Di Rosato
Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc.
Residential

Commercial

Industrial

Hot Water & Steam Heating • Water Heaters Bathrooms

2130 Carol Lane (610) 277-2140 Norristown

Joseph
Corropolese

BAKERY & DELI

1-800-GIVNISH

Reds Barbone Shpg. Ctr.
2014 Old Arch Rd. • Norristown, PA

Affordable Funeral
and Cremation Services

610-275-6664
610-272-8957
F: 610-275-6084

BOYD-HORROX-GIVNISH
John F. Givnish (3rd Generation)

John F.X. Givnish, III (4th Generation)

APPLIANCES
Quality at Discount Prices
for Over 50 Yrs.

FAMILY
RESTAURANT

421 W. Ridge Pike • Conshohocken

2688 DeKalb Pike, East Norriton
CALL IN ORDER FOR FAST SERVICE

610-279-5222
www.viavenetopizza.com

610-825-RAYS (7297)
Donald E. Moore, Supervisor

Parishioner of Epiphany

This Space is
Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161
www.jppc.net

Penn Square

Dental Associates, P.C.

Thomas M. Check • Thomas C. Check
228 Bryans Rd.
Norristown, PA 19401-1306
(Entrance on Germantown Pike)

(610) 272-5765
Jim Sullivan

REGINA NURSING CENTER
550 E. FORNANCE ST.
NORRISTOWN, PA
610-272-5600

We Care and It Shows

Owner

JIM’S LIBERTY SERVICE STATION

Great Gas At A Great Price!
State Inspection • Enhanced Emission Testing • Tires • Brakes
Batteries • Alignment • Air Conditioning • Truck Rentals

790 E. Johnson Highway
Norristown, PA
P: 610-272-1560

Mon-Fri - 6AM to 10PM
Sat - 7AM to 10PM
Sun - 8AM to 10PM

Knowing your family is in good hands.

A NOT FOR PROFIT FACILITY

A NOT FOR PROFIT FACILITY

2004 Old Arch Road
Norristown, PA 19401

205 East Johnson Hwy
Norristown, PA 19401

Phone: 610-277-0380

Phone: 610-275-6410

Nursing Care and Rehabilitation Centers

Family Owned and
Operated Since 1987

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR
rch

215-427-1727

www.RightwayWaterproofing.com
192 St. Paul, Norristown, PA (B)

We Acknowledge
We Appreciate

701 Lansdale Avenue, Lansdale • 215-368-0900
center.smmrehab.org
villa.smmrehab.org
Physical Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy
Short & Long Term Care

Independent Care
Continuing Care
Memory Care
Personal Care

Beautiful On-Site Chapel with Daily Mass • Respite Stay Available

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

RIGHTWAY
WATERPROOFING CO.
Chu ber
m
s
Me ount
c
Dis

www.raysappliances.com
Chris LaPenta

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
• French Drains
• Foundation Repair

• Basement Remodeling
• Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed

610-696-0100

morganbasementwaterproofing.com
morganbasements.com
John Patrick Publishing Company (800) 333-3166 • www.jppc.net

